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WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Brian C. Hickey, Fire Chief 
Robert R. Gryncewicz, Deputy Fire Chief 
Chris W. Jolda, Deputy Fire Chief Deputy Fire Chief 
Kevin Adams, Captain                                                                                               
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Webster    TOTALS    Local Election 05/07/2018 Total Registered 
Voters: 10,658 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Combined 
Total 

Total Votes per Precinct 167 104 144 389 218 1022        
Board of Selectmen (two seats - 3 year term) 

 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Randall Becker (re-election) 124 81 121 342 194 862 

Gregory Walkowiak 42 21 18 42 22 145 

writer -ins 1 0 1 1 0 3        
School Committee(two seats- 3 year term) 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Brian Cenevert (re-election) 77 61 85 219 144 586 

Kathleen Napierata 99 63 94 251 136 643 

write-ins 6 2 4 7 4 23        
School Committee (one seat- 1 year term) 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

write-ins 20 9 18 42 29 118        
Regional Vocational School Committee(one seat - three year term) 

 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Robert Tremblay 108 73 111 281 161 734 

write-ins 1 0 0 2 1 4        
Board of Health (one seat - three year term) 

 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

David Zalewski (re-election) 103 79 104 267 161 714 

write-ins 1 0 2 3 1 7        
Finance Committee(two seats - three year term) 

 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

write-ins 37 20 40 101 51 249       
0 

Assessor (one seat - three year term) 
  

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Thomas Gorski (re-election) 110 81 110 284 161 746 

write-ins 0 0 0 3 3 6        
Housing Authority (one seat - five year term) 

 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Roland Napierata  
(re-election) 

106 79 112 283 161 741 
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write-ins 1 1 1 1 0 4        
Housing Authority (one seat - two year term) 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Peter Luchina 102 74 101 275 151 703 

write-ins 0 0 2 1 1 4        
Trustees of the Public Library (three seats - three year term) 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Richard Franas(re-election) 80 60 84 249 130 603 

Catherine Martin  
(re-election) 

102 71 98 249 151 671 

write-ins 2 0 3 0 0 5        
Redevelopment Authority (one seat - five year term) 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

write-ins 9 4 8 13 2 36        
Town Clerk (one vote - three year term) 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Robert Craver (re-election) 129 83 124 324 182 842 

write-ins 2 0 0 2 
 

4        
 

Question 1.  Shall this Town approve the charter amendment proposed by the town 

meeting, summarized below? 

 
This amendment  would make ministerial, clerical, minor and moderate revisions 

to the Charter, as detailed in a document entitled, "Recommendation of the Charter 

Review Committee­ Grammar/Punctuation, Minor, and Moderate Changes", on 

file in the office of the Town Clerk and available on the Town's website at: 

http://www.webster-ma.gov, all as voted under Article 2 of 

the October 30, 2017 Special Town Meeting. 

 

Question 2.  Shall this Town approve the charter amendment proposed by the town 

meeting, summarized  below? 

 
This amendment would change the offices of Town Treasurer and Town Collector 

from elected to appointed, provided that the incumbent elected Treasurer and 

Town Collector would serve for the remainder  of their elected terms, and thereafter 

the positions would be appointed by the Town Administrator, and further, the 

http://www.webster-ma.gov/


 

13 | P a g e 
 

2018 ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 

amendment would replace the elected Board of Assessors with a Chief Assessor to 

be appointed by the Town Administrator, as detailed in a document entitled, 

"Recommendation of the Charter Review Committee- Treasurer and Collector", on 

file in the office of the Town Clerk and available on the Town's website at: 

http://www.webster­ ma.gov, all as voted under Article 3 of the October 30, 2017 

Special Town Meeting. 

 

Question 3.  Shall this Town approve the charter amendment proposed by the town 

meeting, summarized below? 

 

This amendment would decrease the number of members on the Finance 

Committee from fifteen (15) to nine (9), with the reduction in size of the Finance 

Committee to be accomplished 

by attrition as the terms of incumbent members of the Finance Committee expire, 

as detailed in a document entitled, "Recommendation of the Charter Review 

Committee- Finance Committee", on file in the office of the Town Clerk and 
available on the Town's website at: 

http://www.webster-ma.gov, all as voted under Article 4 of the October 30, 2017 
Special Town 

Meeting. 

 

Question 4. Shall this Town approve the charter amendment proposed by 
the town meeting, summarized below? 

 
This amendment would increase the size of the Board of Health from three (3) 

to five (5) members, with the two (2) new members to be appointed by the Town 

Administrator, as detailed in a document entitled, "Recommendation of the 

Charter Review Committee- Board of Health", on file in the office of the Town 

Clerk and available on the Town's website at: 

http://www.webster-ma.gov,  all as voted under Article 5 of the October 30, 2017 

Special Town 
Meeting. 

 

Question 5. Shall this Town approve the charter amendment proposed by 
the town meeting, summarized below? 

 

http://www.webster-ma.gov/
http://www.webster-ma.gov/
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This amendment would replace the Water and Sewer Advisory Board with a newly 
created five­ member Water and Sewer Commission a·ppointed by the Board of 
Selectmen with greater responsibility for the public sewer system and quality of 
the public water supply, including setting water and sewer rates, as detailed in a 
document entitled, "Recommendation of the Charter Review Committee- Water 
and Sewer Commission", on file in the office of the Town Clerk and available on 
the Town's website at: http://www.webster-ma.gov, all as voted under Article 6 
of the October 30,2017  Special Town Meeting. 
 

Question One Pre #1 Pre #2 Pre #3 Pre #4 Pre #5 Total 

Yes 116 75 97 292 168 748 

No 29 17 28 65 27 166        
Question Two Pre #1 Pre #2 Pre #3 Pre #4 Pre #5 Total 

Yes 95 52 75 239 135 596 

No 54 43 56 125 60 338        
Question Three Pre #1 Pre #2 Pre #3 Pre #4 Pre #5 Total 

Yes 128 78 116 331 181 834 

No 29 18 21 47 28 143        
Question Four Pre #1 Pre #2 Pre #3 Pre #4 Pre #5 Total 

Yes 120 68 96 278 155 717 

No 37 29 40 102 55 263        
Question Five Pre #1 Pre #2 Pre #3 Pre #4 Pre #5 Total 

Yes 133 77 108 311 168 797 

No 24 19 27 67 39 176 

 
  

http://www.webster-ma.gov/
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Webster    TOTALS    State Primary  09/04/2018  Total Registered 
Voters: 10,748 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Combined 
Total 

Total Votes per Precinct 224 175 249 386 288 1322        
Democratic Party 

      

Senator in Congress #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Elizabeth A. Warren 92 85 99 116 107 499 

write-ins 4 1 5 2 5 17        
Governor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Jay M. Gonzalez 48 45 64 54 60 271 

Bob Massie 37 30 34 57 44 202 

write-ins 1 4 3 1 5 14        
Lt. Governor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Quentin Palfrey 57 43 59 68 62 289 

Jimmy Tingle 0 35 38 44 45 162 

write-ins 1 1 0 0 1 3        
Attorney General #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Maura Healey 97 85 110 122 114 528 

write-ins 1 1 1 1 2 6        
Secretary of State #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

William Francis Galvin 79 67 87 95 98 426 

Josn Zakim 27 21 30 40 28 146 

write-ins 1 1 0 1 0 3        
Treasurer #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Deborah B. Goldberg 90 84 101 108 113 496 

write-ins 1 0 0 2 1 4        
Auditor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Suzanne M. Bump 89 87 96 106 109 487 

write-ins 1 0 0 1 1 3        
Representative in Congress #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

James P. McGovern 99 89 104 119 118 529 

write-ins 2 0 1 1 2 6        
Councillor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Paul M. DePalo 85 82 91 100 112 470 

write-ins 0 0 1 1 0 2 
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Senator in General Court #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Thomas M. Merolli 89 83 96 107 117 492 

write-ins 0 1 1 1 0 3        
Representative in Gen Crt #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total       

0 

write-ins 28 25 37 22 24 136        
District Attorney #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Joseph D. Early, Jr 97 83 103 118 118 519 

write-ins 1 1 0 1 2 5        
Clerk of Courts #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Dennis P. McMaus 89 82 97 110 112 490 

write-ins 1 0 0 2 2 5        
Register of Deeds #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Kathryn A. Toomey 89 85 97 111 114 496 

write-ins 1 0 1 1 1 4               
Republican Party 

      

Senator in Congress #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Geoff Diehl 44 36 40 111 61 292 

John Kingston 37 33 51 69 53 243 

Beth Joyce Lindstrom 27 12 26 41 32 138 

write-ins 0 0 0 2 1 3        
Governor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Charles baker 65 41 72 155 113 446 

Scott Lively 46 40 52 91 46 275 

write-ins 2 0 0 0 0 2        
Lt. Governor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Karyn Polito 92 62 101 210 127 592 

write-ins 2 2 2 2 2 10        
Attorney General #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

James McMahon, III 63 46 68 138 74 389 

Daniel Shores 34 24 35 67 56 216 

write-ins 0 2 0 0 0 2        
Secretary of State #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Anthony Amore 85 58 83 166 107 499 

write-ins 1 2 2 5 0 10        
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Treasurer #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Keiko Orrall 84 60 85 166 97 492 

write-ins 0 1 3 0 1 5        
Auditor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Helen Brady 86 59 86 161 100 492 

write-ins 0 2 0 1 0 3        
Representative in Congress #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Tracy Lyn Lovvorn 53 34 52 121 67 327 

Kevin Williams Powers 41 36 59 81 60 277 

write-ins 0 1 0 0 0 1        
Councillor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Jennie Caissie 95 67 104 200 116 582 

write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0        
Senator in General Court #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Ryan Fattman 96 74 110 214 134 628 

write-ins 0 0 3 0 1 4        
Representative in Gen Crt #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Joseph Mckenna 93 70 103 201 124 591 

write-ins 0 0 1 0 1 2        
District Attorney #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total       

0 

write-ins 20 10 18 28 19 95        
Clerk of Courts #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Joanne Powell 82 63 80 169 100 494 

write-ins 0 0 1 0 1 2        
Register of Deeds #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Kate Campanale 68 45 62 121 71 367 

Kevin Kuros 34 30 53 102 71 290 

write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0               
Libertarian Party 

      

Senator in Congress #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  
0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Governor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 
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write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Lt. Governor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Attorney General #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Secretary of State #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Treasurer #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Auditor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Daniel Fishman #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0        
Representative in Congress #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Councillor #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Senator in General Court #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Representative in Gen Crt #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
District Attorney #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Clerk of Courts #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total  

0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 0 0 2        
Register of Deeds #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 
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0 0 0 0 0 0 

write-ins 0 0 2 1 0 3 
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Webster    TOTALS   Nov 6, 2018 Election  Total Registered 
Voters: 10,929 

Precinct #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Total Votes per Precinct 949 632 1010 1677 1233 5501        
Senator in Congress 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Elizabeth Warren        
(re-elect)  

417 328 428 622 546 2341 

Geoff Diehl 453 256 529 961 613 2812 

Shiva Ayyadurai 55 39 41 64 57 256 

blanks 23 8 12 25 17 85 

write-ins 1 1 0 5 0 7        
Governor / Lt Gov 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Baker and Polito           
(re-elect) 

708 407 790 1360 957 4222 

Gonzalez and Palfrey 208 209 185 262 249 1113 

blanks 26 12 18 42 22 120 

write-ins 7 4 7 13 5 36        
Attorney General 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Maura Healey            
 (re-elect) 

536 390 538 816 702 2982 

James McMahon, III 390 229 445 827 509 2400 

blanks 22 12 26 33 22 115 

write-ins 1 1 1 1 0 4        
Secretary of State 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

William Gavin             
 (re-elect) 

561 408 574 880 748 3171 

Anthony Amore 311 189 378 694 408 1980 

Juan Sanchez, Jr. 46 20 30 38 46 180 

blanks 30 15 28 63 31 167 

write-ins 1 0 0 2 0 3        
Treasurer 

     
Total 



 

21 | P a g e 
 

2018 ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Deborah Goldberg       
(re-elect) 

508 384 540 787 701 2920 

Keiko Orrall 348 193 391 744 435 2111 

Jamie Guerin 48 32 43 60 48 231 

blanks 44 23 35 84 48 234 

write-ins 1 0 1 2 1 5        
Auditor 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Suzzanne Bump         
 (re-elect) 

475 336 473 678 611 2573 

Helen Brady 366 223 430 817 497 2333 

Daniel Fishman 41 27 44 65 55 232 

Edward Stamas 23 19 18 29 22 111 

blanks 42 27 44 86 48 247 

write-ins 2 0 1 2 0 5        
Rep in Congress 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

James McGovern        
 (re-elect) 

543 385 563 841 715 3047 

Tracy Lovvorn 381 231 426 803 497 2338 

blanks 24 14 20 31 21 110 

write-ins 1 2 1 2 0 6        
Councillor 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Jennie Caissie             
 (re-elect) 

530 305 634 1140 740 3349 

Paul DePalo 384 308 344 486 461 1983 

blanks 35 18 32 49 32 166 

write-ins 0 1 0 2 0 3        
Senator in Gen Crt 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Ryan Fattman              
(re-elect) 

503 304 600 1117 709 3233 

Thomas Merolli 417 314 384 520 501 2136 

blanks 29 13 25 38 23 128 
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write-ins 0 1 1 2 0 4        
Rep in General Crt 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Joseph McKkenna   
(re-elect) 

704 446 790 1345 959 4244 

blanks 223 158 204 308 254 1147 

write-ins 22 28 16 24 20 110        
District Attorney 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Joseph Early, Jr.          
 (re-elect) 

569 391 596 926 777 3259 

Blake Rubin 332 217 354 644 409 1956 

blanks 47 21 57 105 43 273 

write-ins 1 3 3 2 4 13        
Clerk of the Courts 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Dennis McManus       
 (re-elect) 

507 377 514 756 671 2825 

Joanne Powell 400 235 459 849 517 2460 

blanks 41 19 36 69 45 210 

write-ins 1 1 1 3 0 6        
Register of Deeds 

      

 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

Kate Campanale 477 276 544 1004 646 2947 

Kathryn Toomey 434 341 423 606 541 2345 

blanks 37 14 40 64 46 201 

write-ins 1 1 3 3 0 8        
Ballot Questions 

      

       
Q#1 Patient-to-Nurse 
Limits 

#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

yes 275 230 268 446 343 1562 

no 640 353 709 1175 845 3722 

blanks 34 49 33 56 45 217        
Q#2 Commission on 
Election 

#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

yes 624 407 648 1022 817 3518 
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no 298 191 329 609 382 1809 

blanks 27 34 33 46 34 174        
Q#3 Transgender #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 Total 

yes 549 353 561 876 704 3043 

no 378 253 429 771 514 2345 

blanks 22 26 20 30 15 113 

 
This is to certify that the following articles were acted on at the Special Town Meeting 
held on May 14, 2018. The meeting started at 6:20 p.m. and there was a quorum of 
103 present. 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF WEBSTER 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
May 14, 2018 
 
Worcester, ss 
 
To either of the Constables in the County aforesaid: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required and 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Webster aforesaid who 
are qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Bartlett High School 
Auditorium, 52 Lake Parkway, in said Webster on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 6:00 PM 
then and there to act on the following Articles to wit: 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the articles. 
 
ARTICLE 1:  To hear and act upon the report and recommendations of the Board of 
Selectmen and the Finance Committee. 
Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
vote was YES 77 and NO 9 and the article was approved as read. 
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ARTICLE 2:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to the Town Administrator Unpaid Bills 
!ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ 
take any action thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
 A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $76,883.24 to the Town 
Administrator Unpaid Bills account as follows: 
 
$27,497.49 FROM THE VETERANS BENEFITS ACCOUNT 
$49,385.75 FROM THE UNEMPLOYMENT FUND 
 

DG Solar Lessee, LLC $3,901.43 

TerraForm Solar XVII Manager, LLC $19,267.20 

Unemployment $49,385.75 

Fedex $23.14 

Reliant Medical $2,254.00 

D.R.A $500.00 

C.A.P. $51.72 

Spectrum Business $1,500.00 

 
5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ фκмлΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ¸9{ ут ŀƴŘ bh у ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
article was approved as presented. 
 
ARTICLE 3:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to the Sewer Unpaid Bills Account for 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
 A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $29,391.58 to the Sewer Unpaid 
Bills Account as follows: 
 
 $28,645.92 FROM THE ELECTRICITY ACCOUNT 
 $745.66 FROM THE OFFICE SUPPLIES ACCOUNT 
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DG Solar Lessee, LLC $11,646.07 

TerraForm Solar XVII Manager, LLC $16,407.73 

Direct Energy $82.21 

Direct Energy $509.91 

Pitney Bowes $49.43 

Pitney Bowes $520.99 

AT&T $87.62 

AT&T $87.62 

 
5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ фκмлΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ¸9{ уу ŀƴŘ bh у ŀƴŘ the 
article was approved as presented. 
 
 
ARTICLE 4:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to the Water Unpaid Bills Account for 
the purpose of funding the payment of ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $16,868.96 to the Water Unpaid 
Bills Account from the Water Electricity Account. 
 
 

DG Solar Lessee, LLC $2,911.52 

TerraForm Solar XVII Manager, LLC $13,909.33 

E-Z Pass MA $7.30 

AT&T $40.81 

 
5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ фκмлΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ¸9{ уу ŀƴŘ bh т ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
article was approved as presented. 
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ARTICLE 5:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to the DPW Snow and Ice Supplies 
Account; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $198,984.54 from Free Cash to 
the DPW Snow and Ice Supplies Account.  
 
Decision: The vote was YES 88 and NO 7 and the article was approved as presented. 
 
ARTICLE 6:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to fund cleanup of the Town Compost 
and uncapped landfill area as required by DEP; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $200,000 from Free Cash to fund 
cleanup of the Town Compost and uncapped landfill area as required by the DEP. 
 
Decision: The vote was YES 84 and NO 10 and the article was approved as presented. 
 
 
ARTICLE 7:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to fund debt service payments for the 
Town Hall heating system, Highway Department vehicles, and Fire Department 
equipment; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $140,800 from Free Cash to fund 
debt service payments for the Town Hall heating system, Highway Department 
vehicles, and Fire Department equipment. 
 

¶ Town Hall heating system: $90,000 

¶ Highway Department vehicles: $8,800 

¶ Fire Department equipment: $42,000 
 
Decision: The vote was YES 87 and NO 11 and the article was approved as presented. 
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A motion was made to dissolve the meeting at 6:32 p.m. The vote was a 
UNANIMOUS YES and the meeting was dissolved 
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This is to certify that the following articles were acted on at the Annual Town Meeting 
held on May 14, 2018. The meeting restarted at 6:35 p.m. and there was a quorum 
present. 
 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF WEBSTER 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
May 14, 2018 
 
Worcester, ss 
 
To either of the Constables in the County aforesaid: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required and 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Webster aforesaid who 
are qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Bartlett High School 
Auditorium, 52 Lake Parkway, in said Webster on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 6:00 PM 
then and there to act on the following Articles to wit: 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the articles. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the Annual Town Meeting to take up the Special 
Town meeting and to resume the Annual Town Meeting at the end of the Special 
Town Meeting. The motion received a YES vote and the Moderator moved on to the 
Special Town Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE 1:  To hear and act upon the report and recommendations of the Board of 
Selectmen and the Finance Committee. 
Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
vote was YES 78 and NO 7 and the article was approved as read. 
 
ARTICLE 2:  To see if the Town will vote to fix the compensation of elected officials, 
provide for a Reserve Fund, and determine what sum of money the Town will raise and 
appropriate including appropriations from any available funds to defray the charges 
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and expenses of the Town, including debt and interest, for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2018, and ending June 30, 2019; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
A motion was made to amend the article to read that the Town vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $44,206,670, an amount sufficient to fix the compensation 
of elected officials, provide for a Reserve Fund, and to defray the charges and 
expenses of the Town, including debt and interest, for the fiscal year beginning July 
1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019, said sum to be raised as follows:  
 
Transfer from Waterway Improvements Fund .......................$15,000  
Property tax and other revenues ...................................$44,191,670 
 
Decision: the article as amended received 70 YES votes and 26 NO votes and the 
article was approved as amended. 
 
ARTICLE 3:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds, a sum sufficient to operate the Sewer Enterprise Fund for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2018, and ending June 30, 2019; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
A motion was made to amend the article to read that the Town vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $4,080,290, an amount sufficient to operate the Sewer 
Enterprise Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018, and ending June 30, 2019, 
said sum to be raised as follows:  
 
User charges and other department receipts............. $4,080,290 
 
Decision: the article as amended received 73 YES votes and 21 NO votes and the 
article was approved as amended. 
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ARTICLE 4:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from any 
available funds, a sum sufficient to operate the Water Enterprise Fund for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
A motion was made to amend the article to read that the Town vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $2,229,837, an amount sufficient to operate the Water 
Enterprise Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019. 
Said sum to be raised as follows:  
 
User charges and other department receipts...........$ 2,229,837 
 
Decision: the article as amended received 75 YES votes and 16 NO votes and the 
article was approved as amended. 
 
 
ARTICLE 5:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer, with the consent 
of the Board of Selectmen, to temporarily borrow a note or notes, or make an inter-
fund advance from available funds, in anticipation of revenue from taxation, bonds, or 
grants, and to repay said sums within the current fiscal cycle; or take any action 
thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
vote was YES 82 and NO 15 and the article was approved as read. 
 
 
ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, the sum of $100,000 to the Stabilization Fund; or take 
any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to amend the article to read that the funding source to be from 
free cash. 



 

31 | P a g e 
 

2018 ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 

 
Decision: the article as amended received 78 YES votes and 15 NO votes and the 
article was approved as amended. 
 
ARTICLE 7:  
Expenditures from each Revolving Fund set forth herein shall be subject to the 
limitation established annually by Town Meeting or any increase therein as may be 
authorized in accordance with G.L. c 44 §53E1/2. 
 
And, further, to set FY 2019 spending limits for such Revolving Funds as follows: 
 

REVOLVING FUND FY 2019 SPENDING FUND 

Animal Control $2,000.00 

Auditorium Rentals $5,000.00 

Leased Properties $50,000.00 

Graphic Arts $5,000.00 

Recycling $1,000.00 

Firearms Licensing $10,000.00 

Board of Health Training $3,000.00 

Board of Health Inspections $15,000.00 

Senior Center $10,000.00 

Library $2,000.00 

Nuisance Properties $100,000.00 

Inspectional Services $50,000.00 

Municipal Hearing Officer $2,500.00 

Composting Facility $20,000.00 

 
; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. The vote was YES 72 and NO 18 and the article was approved as 
presented. 
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ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to transfer from any available funds in the 
treasury, a sum sufficient for the purpose of funding the FY2019 Annual Capital Budget 
as listed in the table below, or take any action thereon. 
  

Department Project 2019 

Police Mobile Surveillance Camera $35,000 

Fire/Rescue Replacement Pickup Truck $50,000 

Highway Highway Garage/Salt Shed Roof $150,000 

Clerk Voting Machines $40,000 

 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. The vote was YES 72 and NO 15 and the article was approved as 
presented. 
 
 
ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to transfer, from Water Retained Earnings, 
sums sufficient for the purpose of funding the FY2019 Water Department Capital 
Budget as listed in the table below; or take any action thereon. 
 

Project 2019 

Water Distribution System Rehabilitation $500,000 

Corrosion Control Buildings Roofing $35,000 

 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
vote was YES 84 and NO 16 and the article was approved as read. 
 
ARTICLE 10:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer $57,320.31 from the Town Hall 
Stabilization Fund to a capital account for the purpose of funding improvements to the 
basement in Town Hall; or take any action thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
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Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. 
This article required a 2/3rds vote. The vote was YES 77 and NO 21 and the article 
was approved as read. 
 
 
ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to transfer $20,000 from Free Cash to the 
Other Post Employment Benefit (OPEB) Fund; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
vote was YES 75 and NO 14 and the article was approved as read. 
 
 
ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to create an Economic Development Fund and 
to transfer $135,000 from Free Cash to this Fund with the expenditure of such funds 
to be in accordance with regulations and standards adopted by the Board of 
Selectmen; or take any action thereon 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
vote was YES 70 and NO 29 and the article was approved as read. 
 
 
ARTICLE 13:  To see if the Town will vote to supplement each prior vote of the Town 
that authorizes the borrowing of money to pay costs of capital projects to provide that, 
in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, the premium received 
by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any such premium 
applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bond or notes, may be applied 
to pay project costs, and the amount authorized to be borrowed for each such project 
shall be reduced by the amount of any such premium so applied; or take any action 
thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
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Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. The vote was YES 74 and NO 19 and the article was approved as 
presented. 
 
ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to transfer certain real property from the 
board or commission having the care, custody, and control thereof, said property 
currently held for School purposes, to the Select Board, for the purpose of conveyance, 
ǎŀƛŘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ пм 9ŀǎǘ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ό!ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ tŀǊŎŜƭ мр-G-34-0), and to 
authorize the Select Board to convey said property and to grant any and all easements 
required for access thereto; and further to authorize the Select Board, and/or the 
Town Administrator, to enter into any and all agreements and execute any and all 
instruments as may be necessary or appropriate in connection herewith; or take any 
action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. This article required a 2/3rds vote. The vote was YES 89 and NO 12 and 
the article was approved as presented. 
 
 
ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will vote to overturn the second amendment of Article 
10 of the May 12, 2014, Annual Town Meeting that was postponed to June 16, 2014, 
that required the Town to sell the present School Administration Building at 41 East 
Main Street and use the proceeds to pay down the debt for the construction of the 
School Administrative Offices in the High School, and instead appropriate the proceeds 
from the disposition of the sale of the School Administration Building at 41 East Main 
Street to the Stabilization Fund less the debt service costs for Fiscal Year 2019; or take 
any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
The Moderator ruled article 15 out of order and moved on to article 16. 
 
 
ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to enter into a 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǊƛƴŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ .ŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
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of five years, and subject to such extensions as the Select Board may authorize; or take 
any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town pass over the article for more 
information. The vote was YES 79 and NO 26 and the article was passed over for 
more information. 
 
 
ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to negotiate and 
enter into a Tax Agreement for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes ("PILOT") pursuant to M.G. 
L. Chapter 59, Section 38H(b), and Chapter 164, Section 1, and any other enabling 
authority, between the Town and Nexamp, Inc., its affiliate or assignee, for a term of 
up to 20 years, and upon such other terms and conditions as the Board shall deem in 
the best interest of the Town, for both real property and personal property associated 
with construction and operation of a solar renewable energy generation facility to be 
owned and operated by Nexamp, Inc., its affiliate or assignee, on an approximately 23-
acre parcel of privately-owned land (Map 23, Block A, Lot 3-0) upon which such facility 
is to be located; and, further, to authorize the Select Board to take all actions necessary 
to implement such agreement; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. The vote was YES 72 and NO 22 and the article was approved as 
presented 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƛǎ мс IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ²ŀȅ όǎŜŜ ƳŀǇ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ 
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ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to negotiate and 
enter into a Tax Agreement for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes ("PILOT") pursuant to M.G. 
L. Chapter 59, Section 38H(b), and Chapter 164, Section 1, and any other enabling 
authority, between the Town and Nexamp, Inc., its affiliate or assignee, for a term of 
up to 20 years, and upon such other terms and conditions as the Board shall deem in 
the best interest of the Town, for both real property and personal property associated 
with construction and operation of a solar renewable energy generation facility to be 
owned and operated by Nexamp, Inc., its affiliate or assignee, on an approximately 
10.5-acre parcel of privately-owned land (Map 10, Parcel 10-A-17) upon which such 
facility is to be located; and, further, to authorize the Select Board to take all actions 
necessary to implement such agreement; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. The vote was YES 73 and NO 22 and the article was approved as 
presented. 
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ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will amend the General Bylaws to prohibit consumption 
of marijuana or tetrahydrocannabinol in public ways and places by adding the 
following Bylaw; or take any action thereon: 
  
Consumption of Marijuana or Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC): No person shall smoke, 
vaporize, inhale, ingest, or otherwise use or consume marijuana or THC (as defined in 
G.L. c. 94C, § 1, as  may be amended) or marijuana products where smoking of tobacco 
is prohibited or any street, sidewalk, public way or any way to which the public has a 
right of access, footway, passageway, stairs, bridge, park, playground, beach, 
recreation area, boat landing, public building, schoolhouse, school grounds, cemetery, 
parking lot, or any area owned by or under the control of the Town; or any place to 
which members of the public have access as invitees or licensees; or in or upon any 
bus or other passenger conveyance operated by a common carrier; or in any place 
accessible to the public. Whoever is found in violation of this bylaw shall, when 
requested by an official authorized to enforce this bylaw, state their true name and 
address to such official.    
  
This Bylaw may be enforced through any lawful means in law or in equity including, 
but not limited to, enforcement by noncriminal disposition pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 
21D and G.L. c.94C, §32N, by the Board of Selectmen, the Town Administrator, or their 
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duly authorized agents, or any police officer. The fine for violation of this Bylaw shall 
be three hundred dollars ($300) for each offense. Any penalty imposed under this 
Bylaw shall be in addition to any civil penalty imposed under G.L. c. 94C, § 32L.  
  
This Bylaw shall not alter or affect the jurisdiction of the Board of Health under the 
provisions of G.L c.111, §31 or any other applicable law, including but not limited to 
the regulation of combustion and inhalation of tobacco and non-tobacco products in 
workplaces and public spaces in the Town. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
The Moderator ruled article 19 out of order and moved on to article 20. 
 
 
ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer 
from any available funds in the treasury, a sum sufficient for the purpose of funding 
repairs and repaving of the Webster Administration Area including driveways, 
sidewalks and entrances, and to provide landscaping or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the School Committee 
 
Decision: A motion was made to amend the article to read that the Town appropriate 
$ 35,000 and that the $35,000 come from free cash. The vote was YES 62 and NO 29 
and the article as amended was approved. 
 
 
ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $600,000 for the purpose of 
purchasing, equipping and maintaining a new fire engine, including associated 
equipment and all related incidental costs, to replace Engine 5 and Ladder 2, to be 
expended by the Board of Selectmen, and that the appropriation is expressly 
contingent upon the Town voting to approve a capital outlay expenditure exclusion 
referendum question held under Proposition 2 ½, so called, for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2018, at a Town election to be held; or take any action thereon.   
Sponsored by Fire Chief Brian Hickey 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
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Decision: A motion was made that the Town pass over the article for more 
information. The vote was YES 95 and NO 8 and the article was passed over for more 
information. 
 
 
ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Map 
referenced in Section 650-13 of the Code of the Town of Webster to re-zone an 87,472 
square foot (2.008 acres) parcel of land from the current zoning of Business without 
Sewer (B-5) to a zone of Industrial and a 240,145 square foot (5.513 acres) parcel of 
land from the current zoning of Single Family Residential (SFR) District to a zone of 
Industrial District, both parcels identified as said Real Estate in the Town of Webster 
located on Old Worcester Road in the county of Worcester in the Commonwealth of 
aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ hƭŘ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ 
Map Amendment ς ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎέ ŘŀǘŜŘ Wǳƭȅ сΣ нлмт ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
tƭŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtƭŀƴ ƻf Property Surveyed for the Roman Catholic Bishop of Springfield, 
hƭŘ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘΣ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎέ ŘŀǘŜŘ WǳƴŜ мпΣ нлмт ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ WŀǊǾƛǎ 
Land Survey, Inc., 29 Grafton Circle, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 and on the file with the 
¢ƻǿƴ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  
CƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved to vote on the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as 
presented. The vote was YES 24 and NO 78 and the article was not approved. 
 
A motion was made to dissolve the meeting at 7:20 p.m. The motion received a 
unanimous YES vote and the meeting was dissolved. 
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This is to certify that the following articles were acted on at the Special Town Meeting 
held on June 25 2018. The meeting started at 6:00 p.m. and there was a quorum 
present. 
 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF WEBSTER 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
June 25, 2018 
 
Worcester, ss 
 
To either of the Constables in the County aforesaid: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required and 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Webster aforesaid who 
are qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Bartlett High School 
Auditorium, 52 Lake Parkway, in said Webster on Monday, June 25, 2018 at 6:00 PM 
then and there to act on the following Articles to wit: 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant. The motion received 
a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the articles 
 
ARTICLE 1:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any 
available funds in the Treasury, a sum sufficient to the Town Administrator Unpaid Bills 
Account for the purpose of ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ 
take any action thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to transfer $8,327.19 to 0112352-
579000 the Town Administrator Unpaid Bills account from the following: 
     .  $659.29 from 0121052-524003 Police Department Vehicle Maintenance. 
 .  $7,667.90 from 0115558-585019 Computer Equipment.  
This article required a 9/10s vote. The article as amended received               105 YES 
Votes and 7 NO Votes. The article as amended was approved. 
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ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to amend Section XII TEMPORARY 

MORATORIUM ON RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS of the Town's 

Zoning Bylaw by adding the bolded text and deleting the strikethrough text as 

follows; or take any action thereon. 
 
§650:92 Temporary Moratorium on Recreational Marijuana Establishments 
 

A. Purpose 

On November 8, 2016, the voters of the Commonwealth approved a law regulating 

the cultivation, processing, distribution, possession and use of marijuana for 

recreational purposes (new G.L. c. 94G, Regulation of the Use and Distribution of 

Marijuana Not Medically Prescribed). The law, which allows certain personal use and 

possession of marijuana, took effect on December 15, 2016 and (as amended on 

December 30, 2016 by Chapter 351 of the Acts of 2016 and thereafter, on July 28, 

2017 by Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017) requires a Cannabis Control Commission to 

issue regulations regarding the licensing of commercial activities by March 15, 2018, 

and to begin accepting applications for licenses no later than April 1, 2018. The 

Cannabis Control Commission issued regulations on March 23, 2018 regarding 

recreational (non-medical) use of Marijuana and has begun accepting applications 

for licensing of non-medical marijuana establishments. 

 

Currently under the Zoning Bylaw, a non-medical Marijuana Establishment 

(hereinafter, a "Recreational Marijuana Establishment"), as defined in G.L. c. 94G, 

§1 and 935 CMR 500.00, is not specifically addressed in the Zoning Bylaw. 

Regulations to be promulgated by the Cannabis Control Commission may provide 

guidance on certain aspects of local regulation of Recreational Marijuana 

Establishments. The regulation of recreational marijuana raises novel legal, 

planning, and public safety issues, and the Town needs time to study and consider 

the regulation of Recreational Marijuana Establishments and address such issues, 

as well as to address the potential impact of the State regulations on local zoning 

and to undertake a planning process to consider amending the Zoning Bylaw 

regarding regulation of Recreational Marijuana Establishments. The Town intends 

to adopt a temporary moratorium on the use of land and structures in the Town for 

Recreational Marijuana Establishments so as to allow sufficient time to address the 
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effects of such structures and uses in the Town and to enact bylaws in a consistent 

manner. The Town already has considered and evaluated the impacts of 

marijuana cultivators and marijuana product manufacturers, which shall be 

excluded from this moratorium.  
 
B. Definition 
"Recreational Marijuana Establishment" shall mean a "marijuana cultivator, 
independent testing laboratory, marijuana product manufacturer, marijuana 
retailer or any other type of licensed marijuana-related business as such terms are 
defined in 935 CMR 500.02, but for purposes of this moratorium shall not include 
a marijuana cultivator or marijuana product manufacturer." 
 

C. Temporary Moratorium 

For the reasons set forth above and notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning 

Bylaw to the contrary, the Town hereby adopts a temporary moratorium on the use of 

land or structures for a Recreational Marijuana Establishments, and other uses related 

to recreational marijuana, excluding marijuana cultivators and marijuana product 

manufacturers. The moratorium shall be in effect through December 31 2018 or until 

such time as the Town adopts Zoning Bylaw amendments that regulate Recreational 

Marijuana Establishments, whichever occurs earlier. During moratorium period, the 

Town shall undertake a planning process to address the potential impacts of 

recreational marijuana in the Town, and to consider the Cannabis Control Commission 

regulations regarding Recreational Marijuana Establishments, and shall consider 

adopting new Zoning Bylaws in response to these new issues at the regularly scheduled 

Spring Fall Annual Town Meeting. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 

 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 

Decision: A motion was made to see if the Town will vote to amend Section XII 

TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS of 

the Town's Zoning Bylaw by adding the bolded text and deleting the strikethrough 

text as follows; or take any action thereon. 
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§650:92 Temporary Moratorium on Recreational Marijuana Establishments 
 

D. Purpose 

On November 8, 2016, the voters of the Commonwealth approved a law regulating 

the cultivation, processing, distribution, possession and use of marijuana for 

recreational purposes (new G.L. c. 94G, Regulation of the Use and Distribution of 

Marijuana Not Medically Prescribed). The law, which allows certain personal use and 

possession of marijuana, took effect on December 15, 2016 and (as amended on 

December 30, 2016 by Chapter 351 of the Acts of 2016 and thereafter, on July 28, 2017 

by Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017) requires a Cannabis Control Commission to issue 

regulations regarding the licensing of commercial activities by March 15, 2018, and to 

begin accepting applications for licenses no later than April 1, 2018. The Cannabis 

Control Commission issued regulations on March 23, 2018 regarding recreational 

(non-medical) use of Marijuana and has begun accepting applications for licensing 

of non-medical marijuana establishments. 

 

Currently under the Zoning Bylaw, a non-medical Marijuana Establishment 

(hereinafter, a "Recreational Marijuana Establishment"), as defined in G.L. c. 94G, 

§1 and 935 CMR 500.00, is not specifically addressed in the Zoning Bylaw. 

Regulations to be promulgated by the Cannabis Control Commission may provide 

guidance on certain aspects of local regulation of Recreational Marijuana 

Establishments. The regulation of recreational marijuana raises novel legal, 

planning, and public safety issues, and the Town needs time to study and consider 

the regulation of Recreational Marijuana Establishments and address such issues, 

as well as to address the potential impact of the State regulations on local zoning 

and to undertake a planning process to consider amending the Zoning Bylaw 

regarding regulation of Recreational Marijuana Establishments. The Town intends 

to adopt a temporary moratorium on the use of land and structures in the Town for 

Recreational Marijuana Establishments so as to allow sufficient time to address the 

effects of such structures and uses in the Town and to enact bylaws in a consistent 

manner. The Town already has considered and evaluated the impacts of 

marijuana cultivators and marijuana product manufacturers, which shall be 

excluded from this moratorium.  
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E. Definition 
"Recreational Marijuana Establishment" shall mean a "marijuana cultivator, 
independent testing laboratory, marijuana product manufacturer, marijuana 
retailer or any other type of licensed marijuana-related business as such terms are 
defined in 935 CMR 500.02, but for purposes of this moratorium shall not include 
a marijuana cultivator or marijuana product manufacturer." 
 

F. Temporary Moratorium 

For the reasons set forth above and notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning 

Bylaw to the contrary, the Town hereby adopts a temporary moratorium on the use of 

land or structures for a Recreational Marijuana Establishments, and other uses related 

to recreational marijuana, excluding marijuana cultivators and marijuana product 

manufacturers. The moratorium shall be in effect through December 31 2018 or until 

such time as the Town adopts Zoning Bylaw amendments that regulate Recreational 

Marijuana Establishments, whichever occurs earlier. During moratorium period, the 

Town shall undertake a planning process to address the potential impacts of recreational 

marijuana in the Town, and to consider the Cannabis Control Commission regulations 

regarding Recreational Marijuana Establishments, and shall consider adopting new 

Zoning Bylaws in response to these new issues at the regularly scheduled Spring Fall 

Annual Town Meeting. 

 
This article required a 2/3rds vote. The article as amended received                90 YES 
Votes and 30 NO Votes. The article as amended was approved. 

 

Due to a requirement that the Planning Board announce their recommendation, a 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

Recommendation: The Planning Board voted unanimously 5-0 to recommend passage 

of this article.  

 

The article as amended received 92 YES Votes and 25 NO Votes. The article as 

amended was approved 
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ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will amend the General Bylaws to adding the following 
Bylaw and further by amending the Table of Contents to add a new chapter ___, 
entitled, Vacant and Foreclosing Properties; or take any action thereon. 
 
Chapter ___: Vacant and Foreclosing Properties 
 
§ ___ -1 Purpose and Intent 
 
This Bylaw is adopted pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws chapter 40, section 
21, and the powers granted to the Town by the State Home Rule Amendment as 
reasonable regulations designed to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 
residents of Webster. As has been proved by examples within the Town of Webster 
and elsewhere, vacant and foreclosing properties are at greater risk of deterioration, 
pest infestation, fire, criminal trespass, and resulting public health violations and 
therefore pose a significant danger to the health, safety, and welfare of Webster 
citizens and require increased monitoring and inspection by Webster officials. With 
implementing this bylaw, including but not limited to the costs associated with 
monitoring, inspecting, and when necessary taking legal action and/or remediating 
such vacant and foreclosing properties 
 
§ ___-2 Definitions 
 
For purposes of this Bylaw the following words used in herein, unless the context 
otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings: 
 

¶ "Board of Health" shall mean the duly-elected Webster Board of Health. 

¶ "Days" shall mean consecutive calendar days. 

¶ "Foreclosing" shall mean the process by which a property, placed as security 
for a real estate loan, is taken into possession by the lender to satisfy the debt if the 
borrower defaults. 

¶ "Initiation of the Foreclosure Process" shall mean taking possession of a 
residential, commercial, industrial, or mixed use property pursuant to M.G.L. 
chapter 244, section 1, publishing a first foreclosure notice of such a property 
pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 244, sec. 14, or commencing a foreclosure action on such 
a property in Land Court or Superior Court. 

¶ "Mortgagee" shall mean the creditor and/or lender in a mortgage 
agreement, including but not limited to service companies and any agent, servant or 
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employee of a mortgagee, or any successor-in interest and/or assignee of a 
mortgagee's rights, interests, or obligations. 

¶ "Owner'' shall  mean: every person, trust, partnership, corporation or other 
entity capable of owning legal or equitable title to real property or capable of 
possessing legal or equitable interest in real estate or an authorized agent of the 
person or entity holding legal or equitable interest to real property. This term shall 
include a mortgagee in possession and any person or entity designated by the owner 
to have legal control over the property, however, this Bylaw shall not apply to a 
condominium association created pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 183A to the extent 
that such association forecloses on or initiates the foreclosure process for unpaid 
assessments due or owing to the association.  

¶ "Property" shall mean any real property, or portion thereof, located in the 
Town of Webster, including but not limited to all buildings or structures thereon.  

¶ "Vacant property" shall mean residential, commercial, industrial, or mixed 
use real property that has not been lawfully occupied and maintained, actively 
marketed for rental, or under active construction for a continuous period of forty-
five (45) days or more, or, notwithstanding the foregoing, any residential, 
commercial, or mixed use property in which more than half of the exterior windows 
or doors of a building are broken, boarded, or without a functioning locking 
mechanism. 
 
§ ___-3 Registration 
 
A. Within forty-five (45) days after a property becomes vacant or the initiation 
of the foreclosure process, whichever is earlier, each owner of such vacant or 
foreclosing property shall register said property with the Board of Health by 
providing that department, on a form created by the Board, with the status of said 
property.  The owner shall include on said registration form the name, address and 
telephone number and email address of each owner or designated representative of 
the property; the street address of the property, and the Assessor's map and lot 
number for the property; the date in which the property became vacant; the 
approximate time the building is expected to remain vacant (if applicable); the 
specific nature of any contents still located in/on the property. Registration shall be 
accompanied by a registration fee or renewal fee as set forth below. The Board of 
Health shall annually issue a Certificate of Building Closure upon payment of the 
requisite fee and completion of below provisions.   
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B. If none of the owners are at an address within the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts, then the registration shall also include the name, address, and 
telephone number of a person who resides within Massachusetts and is authorized 
to accept service of process on behalf of the owners, and who shall be designated as 
a responsible local agent, both for purposes of notification in the event of an 
emergency affecting public health, safety and welfare and of service of any and all 
notices issued pursuant to this Bylaw and other laws and regulations of the 
Commonwealth and the Town. 
 
C. The failure to register a vacant or foreclosing property in a timely fashion 
shall be a violation of this Bylaw. 
 
D. Subsequent to initial registration, it shall be the duty of the owner or agent 
in charge to notify the Board of Health of any change in the status of the building or 
the information provided within thirty (30) days of the occurrence of said change.  
Once the property is no longer vacant or is sold, the owner or designated 
representative must provide proof of sale or written notice of occupancy to the 
Board. 
 
§ ___ -4. Annual Registration Fees for Certificate of Building Closure 
 
A. The following fees are adopted pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws 
chapter 40, section 22F, adopted at the May 18, 2009, Webster Annual Town 
Meeting. Said fees are for the purpose of compensating the Town for the costs of 
implementing this bylaw, including but not limited to the costs associated with 
monitoring, inspecting, and when necessary taking legal action and/or remediating 
vacant and foreclosing properties in the Town.  
 
B. Within forty-five (45) days after a property becomes vacant or the initiation 
of the foreclosure process, whichever is earlier, each owner of such vacant or 
foreclosing property shall, in addition to registering said property, pay to the Board 
of Health a registration fee to cover the administrative costs of issuing the Certificate 
of Building Closure and monitoring such vacant or foreclosing property. Said initial 
fee paid shall be pro-rated based on the amounts set forth below to reflect the 
remaining portion of the initial year in which payment is made (e.g. if the property 
is registered on July 1  in any year, the fee for that calendar year shall be fifty per 
cent (50%) of the fee set forth below). On or before each December 31st thereafter, 
each owner of such vacant or foreclosing property shall pay to the Board of Health 
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the applicable annual registration fee, as set forth below, to cover the administrative 
costs of monitoring such vacant or foreclosing property for the coming year.  
Payment of such annual registration fees following the initial fee shall not be pro-
rated or subject to partial refund. Said fees are for the purpose of compensating the 
Town for the costs of implementing this bylaw, including but not limited to the costs 
associated with monitoring, inspecting, and/or remediating vacant and foreclosing 
properties in the Town. 
 
C. For properties that are less than one-half (1/2) acre in size, the annual 
registration fee shall be based on the duration of the vacancy as of December 31st 
of the year in which such fee is due according to the following schedule: 
 

¶ Vacant less than one year: $250.00 

¶ Vacant one year or more, but less than two years: $500.00 

¶ Vacant two years or more, but less than three years: $1,000.00 

¶ Vacant three years or more: $2,000.00 
 
D. For properties that are one-half (1/2) acre or more in size, the annual 
registration fee shall be based on the duration of the vacancy as of December 31st 
of the year in which such fee is due, in accordance with the following schedule: 
 

¶ Vacant less than one year: $500.00 

¶ Vacant one year or more, but less than two years: $1,000.00 

¶ Vacant two years or more, but less than three years: $2,000.00 

¶ Vacant three years or more: $3,000.00 
 
A failure to pay the registration fee in a timely manner shall be a violation of this 
Bylaw and the full fee shall be deemed an assessment resulting from that violation, 
resulting in a lien on the property to be collected in accordance with chapter 59 of 
the Massachusetts General Laws.  In addition, failure to pay said fee could result in 
the denial, revocation, or suspension of other licenses or permits pursuant to 
aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŀǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ плΣ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ртΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ά.ȅ-law 
Authorizing Denial or Revocation of Local License or Permit for Nonpayment of Local 
Taxes, Fees, or Other Charges in the Town of Webster" (adopted at the May 20, 2002, 
Webster Annual Town Meeting). 
 
§ ___ -5. Billing Statement 
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On or before November 15th of each calendar year, the Board of Health shall send a 
billing statement, setting forth the required registration fee, to each registered 
owner of a vacant or foreclosing property. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
registration fee set forth in section _ - 4 above shall be due and payable on or before 
December 31st of each year. 
 
§ ___-6 Appeal 
 
Any owner assessed a registration fee under this Bylaw shall have the right to appeal 
the imposition of such fee to the Webster Board of Health upon the filing of an 
application in writing no later than fifteen days after mailing of the billing statement 
under appeal.  The appeal request shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fifty 
dollar ($50.00) filing fee.  Such an appeal shall be limited solely to the issues of 
whether the property is vacant or foreclosing, how long the property has been 
vacant or foreclosing, and the size of the property. The owner shall have the burden 
of proof on appeal.  Upon the proper filing of an appeal, payment of the registration 
fee shall be stayed pending the outcome on appeal. If the decision is adverse to the 
owner, the payment shall be due within ten (10) calendar days after issuance of the 
decision of the Board of Health. 
 
§ ___ -7 Maintenance/Securing Requirements 
 
A. Properties subject to this bylaw shall be maintained in accordance with the 
relevant sanitary codes, building codes, and state and local laws, bylaws and 
regulations. The owner or designated agent shall inspect and maintain the property 
on a monthly basis for the duration of the vacancy, said maintenance to include 
timely mowing of lawns and other vegetation control, pest control, protection from 
criminal trespass, and prevention of deterioration. 
 
B. All vacant property must be locked and/or otherwise adequately secured 
(including but not limited to the repair and/or boarding up of any broken doors and 
windows) so as to prevent unauthorized access into a building. 
 
C. The name and twenty-four (24) hour contact phone number of the local 
individual or entity responsible for maintenance shall be affixed to the property. This 
sign shall be posted on the front of the property. 
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D. Adherence to this bylaw shall not relieve the owner of any other applicable 
obligations. The provisions of this bylaw are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any 
and all other applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. 
 
E. The Board of Health shall issue a Certificate of Building Closure upon 
payment of the requisite registration application fee and adequate completion of 
above provisions.  The Certificate of Compliance will be subject to continued 
compliance with the above provisions and shall be valid for one year.  Said certificate 
may be renewed, at the discretion of the Board, subject to re-inspection to confirm 
continued compliance with this Regulation and the payment of the appropriate 
renewal fee as set forth above.   
 
F. In addition to the remedies provided herein, the failure to maintain and 
secure vacant and foreclosing properties adequately may result in direct action by 
the Town in accordance with M.G.L. chapter  Ill, sections  122-125A,  127A-1271, 129, 
130, and  131, M.G.L. chapter  139, section  l-3B, M.G.L. chapter 143, sections 6-14, 
M.G.L. chapter 148, section 5, and other applicable provisions of law and regulation, 
such actions including but not limited the following: removal, abatement, 
destruction, and/or prevention of conditions deemed to constitute nuisances, 
sources of filth or causes of sickness; demolition, removal, repair, and/or cleaning of 
any structure which fails to comply with standards of fitness for human habitation 
or other applicable laws or regulations so as to endanger or materially impair the 
health or well-being of the public; and, obtaining court-ordered warrants, injunctive 
relief, and orders of abatement. In accordance with applicable law and regulation, 
all costs incurred by the Town in taking such action shall constitute a debt to the 
Town and a lien upon the property in question. 
 
§ ___-8. Inspections/Enforcement 
 
A. The Board of Health or its designees shall have the authority to inspect 
properties subject to this bylaw for compliance and to issue citations for any 
violations. The Board or its designees shall have the discretion to determine when 
and how such inspections are to be made, provided that such policies are reasonably 
calculated to ensure that this article is enforced. 
 
B. Any person or entity violating this bylaw may be penalized by a noncriminal 
ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ DΦ[Φ ŎΦплΣ Ϡнм5 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƴƻƴ-criminal 
disposition bylaw.  If noncriminal disposition is elected, such person or entity shall 
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be subject to a fine of up to three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense. Each 
day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. Such fine or penalties shall 
be in addition to and not in lieu of any other fines, penalties, or remedies provided 
in applicable state and local law, bylaw and/or regulation for violation of such laws, 
by-laws and/or regulations.  The Board of Health shall have the right to enforce this 
Bylaw pursuant to the non-criminal disposition procedures set forth in the Webster 
Non-criminal Disposition Bylaw and Massachusetts General Laws chapter 40, Section 
21(D). 
 
C. The Board of Health may further enforce this regulation or enjoin violations 
of this Bylaw through any lawful process, and the election of one remedy shall not 
preclude enforcement through any other lawful means. 
 
§ ___-9  Interaction with Other Laws 
 
This Bylaw is intended to further the objectives of and to act in concert with any 
existing federal, state or local laws concerning the maintenance of property and the 
abatement of nuisances.  
 
Nothing in this Bylaw is intended to limit or restrict the authority of the Board of 
Selectmen, the Board of Health, the Building Commissioner, Conservation 
Commission, the Fire Chief, or any other board, commission or officer of the Town 
to act in accordance with federal, state and local laws within their jurisdiction. 
 
Notwithstanding the issuance of a Certificate of Building Closure, the Town expressly 
reserves the right to take any action deemed necessary for the protection or public 
health and safety, including but not limited to issuance of an order of demolition in 
accordance with applicable law. 
 
§ ___-10 Severability 
 
If any section, provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause of this Bylaw is declared 
invalid or unenforceable, the other provisions herein shall not be affected, but shall 
continue in full force and effect.   
 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
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A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Town Meeting Guide with the following changes: 
 {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΥ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ 5ŜƭŜǘŜ Ψά.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ Řǳƭȅ-elected 
²ŜōǎǘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ψά/ƻŘŜ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ 
the Health Agent, the Building Inspector, the Fire Chief, the Police Chief or their 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŜΦέ 
 {ŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ оΣ пΣ рΣ т ŀƴŘ уΥ wŜǇƭŀŎŜ άǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘέ ǿƛǘƘ άŀ ŎƻŘŜ 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ 
 Section 6: repƭŀŎŜ ά.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘέ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƻǿƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊέΦ  
 

The article as amended received 100 YES Votes and 19 NO Votes. The article as 

amended was approved 
 
Town Meeting Guide Article 3 Attached Below in Italics 
 
ARTICLE 3:  To see if the Town will amend the General Bylaws to adding the following 
Bylaw and further by amending the Table of Contents to add a new chapter 581, 
entitled Vacant and Foreclosing Properties; or take any action thereon. 
 
Chapter 581: Vacant and Foreclosing Properties 
 
§ 581-1 Purpose and Intent 
 
This Bylaw is adopted pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws chapter 40, section 21, 
and the powers granted to the Town by the State Home Rule Amendment as 
reasonable regulations designed to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 
residents of Webster. As has been proved by examples within the Town of Webster and 
elsewhere, vacant and foreclosing properties are at greater risk of deterioration, pest 
infestation, fire, criminal trespass, and resulting public health violations and therefore 
pose a significant danger to the health, safety, and welfare of Webster citizens and 
require increased monitoring and inspection by Webster officials . Wwith implementing 
this bylaw, including but not limited to the costs associated with monitoring, 
inspecting, and when necessary taking legal action and/or remediating such vacant 
and foreclosing properties. 
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§ 581-2 Definitions 
 
For purposes of this Bylaw the following words used in herein, unless the context 
otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings: 
 

¶ "Board of Health" shall mean the duly-elected Webster Board of Health. 

¶ "Days" shall mean consecutive calendar days. 

¶ "Foreclosing" shall mean the process by which a property, placed as security 
for a real estate loan, is taken into possession by the lender to satisfy the debt if the 
borrower defaults. 

¶ "Initiation of the Foreclosure Process" shall mean taking possession of a 
residential, commercial, industrial, or mixed use property pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 
244, section 1, publishing a first foreclosure notice of such a property pursuant to 
M.G.L. chapter 244, sec. 14, or commencing a foreclosure action on such a property in 
Land Court or Superior Court. 

¶ "Mortgagee" shall mean the creditor and/or lender in a mortgage agreement, 
including but not limited to service companies and any agent, servant or employee of 
a mortgagee, or any successor-in­ interest and/or assignee of a mortgagee's rights, 
interests, or obligations. 

¶ "Owner'' shall  mean: every person, trust, partnership, corporation or other 
entity capable of owning legal or equitable title to real property or capable of 
possessing legal or equitable interest in real estate or an authorized agent of the person 
or entity holding legal or equitable interest to real property. This term shall include a 
mortgagee in possession and any person or entity designated by the owner to have 
legal control over the property, however, this Bylaw shall not apply to a condominium 
association created pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 183A to the extent that such 
association forecloses on or initiates the foreclosure process for unpaid assessments 
due or owing to the association.  

¶ "Property" shall mean any real property, or portion thereof, located in the 
Town of Webster, including but not limited to all buildings or structures thereon.  

¶ "Vacant property" shall mean residential, commercial, industrial, or mixed use 
real property that has not been lawfully occupied and maintained, actively marketed 
for rental, or under active construction for a continuous period of forty-five (45) days 
or more, or, notwithstanding the foregoing, any residential, commercial, or mixed use 
property in which more than half of the exterior windows or doors of a building are 
broken, boarded, or without a functioning locking mechanism. 
 
§ 581-3 Registration 
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E. Within forty-five (45) days after a property becomes vacant or the initiation 
of the foreclosure process, whichever is earlier, each owner of such vacant or 
foreclosing property shall register said property with the Board of Health by providing 
that department, on a form created by the Board, with the status of said property.  The 
owner shall include on said registration form the name, address and telephone number 
and email address of each owner or designated representative of the property; the 
street address of the property, and the Assessor's map and lot number for the property; 
the date in which the property became vacant; the approximate time the building is 
expected to remain vacant (if applicable); the specific nature of any contents still 
located in/on the property. Registration shall be accompanied by a registration fee or 
renewal fee as set forth below. The Board of Health shall annually issue a Certificate of 
Building Closure upon payment of the requisite fee and completion of below provisions.   
 
F. If none of the owners are at an address within the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts, then the registration shall also include the name, address, and 
telephone number of a person who resides within Massachusetts and is authorized to 
accept service of process on behalf of the owners, and who shall be designated as a 
responsible local agent, both for purposes of notification in the event of an emergency 
affecting public health, safety and welfare and of service of any and all notices issued 
pursuant to this Bylaw and other laws and regulations of the Commonwealth and the 
Town. 
 
G. The failure to register a vacant or foreclosing property in a timely fashion shall 
be a violation of this Bylaw. 
 
H. Subsequent to initial registration, it shall be the duty of the owner or agent in 
charge to notify the Board of Health of any change in the status of the building or the 
information provided within thirty (30) days of the occurrence of said change.  Once 
the property is no longer vacant or is sold, the owner or designated representative must 
provide proof of sale or written notice of occupancy to the Board. 
 
§ 581-4. Annual Registration Fees for Certificate of Building Closure 
 
E. The following fees are adopted pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws 
chapter 40, section 22F, adopted at the May 18, 2009, Webster Annual Town Meeting. 
Said fees are for the purpose of compensating the Town for the costs of implementing 
this bylaw, including but not limited to the costs associated with monitoring, 
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inspecting, and when necessary taking legal action and/or remediating vacant and 
foreclosing properties in the Town.  
 
F. Within forty-five (45) days after a property becomes vacant or the initiation 
of the foreclosure process, whichever is earlier, each owner of such vacant or 
foreclosing property shall, in addition to registering said property, pay to the Board of 
Health a registration fee to cover the administrative costs of issuing the Certificate of 
Building Closure and monitoring such vacant or foreclosing property. Said initial fee 
paid shall be pro-rated based on the amounts set forth below to reflect the remaining 
portion of the initial year in which payment is made (e.g. if the property is registered 
on July 1  in any year, the fee for that calendar year shall be fifty per cent (50%) of the 
fee set forth below). On or before each December 31st thereafter, each owner of such 
vacant or foreclosing property shall pay to the Board of Health the applicable annual 
registration fee, as set forth below, to cover the administrative costs of monitoring such 
vacant or foreclosing property for the coming year.  Payment of such annual 
registration fees following the initial fee shall not be pro-rated or subject to partial 
refund. Said fees are for the purpose of compensating the Town for the costs of 
implementing this bylaw, including but not limited to the costs associated with 
monitoring, inspecting, and/or remediating vacant and foreclosing properties in the 
Town. 
 
G. For properties that are less than one-half (1/2) acre in size, the annual 
registration fee shall be based on the duration of the vacancy as of December 31st of 
the year in which such fee is due according to the following schedule: 
 

¶ Vacant less than one year: $250.00 

¶ Vacant one year or more, but less than two years: $500.00 

¶ Vacant two years or more, but less than three years: $1,000.00 

¶ Vacant three years or more: $2,000.00 
 
H. For properties that are one-half (1/2) acre or more in size, the annual 
registration fee shall be based on the duration of the vacancy as of December 31st of 
the year in which such fee is due, in accordance with the following schedule: 
 

¶ Vacant less than one year: $500.00 

¶ Vacant one year or more, but less than two years: $1,000.00 

¶ Vacant two years or more, but less than three years: $2,000.00 

¶ Vacant three years or more: $3,000.00 
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A failure to pay the registration fee in a timely manner shall be a violation of this Bylaw 
and the full fee shall be deemed an assessment resulting from that violation, resulting 
in a lien on the property to be collected in accordance with chapter 59 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws.  In addition, failure to pay said fee could result in the 
denial, revocation, or suspension of other licenses or permits pursuant to 
MassacƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŀǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ плΣ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ртΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ά.ȅ-law 
Authorizing Denial or Revocation of Local License or Permit for Nonpayment of Local 
Taxes, Fees, or Other Charges in the Town of Webster" (adopted at the May 20, 2002, 
Webster Annual Town Meeting). 
 
§ 581-5. Billing Statement 
 
On or before November 15th of each calendar year, the Board of Health shall send a 
billing statement, setting forth the required registration fee, to each registered owner 
of a vacant or foreclosing property. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the registration fee 
set forth in section _ - 4 above shall be due and payable on or before December 31st of 
each year. 
 
§ 581-6 Appeal 
 
Any owner assessed a registration fee under this Bylaw shall have the right to appeal 
the imposition of such fee to the Webster Board of Health upon the filing of an 
application in writing no later than fifteen days after mailing of the billing statement 
under appeal.  The appeal request shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fifty 
dollar ($50.00) filing fee.  Such an appeal shall be limited solely to the issues of whether 
the property is vacant or foreclosing, how long the property has been vacant or 
foreclosing, and the size of the property. The owner shall have the burden of proof on 
appeal.  Upon the proper filing of an appeal, payment of the registration fee shall be 
stayed pending the outcome on appeal. If the decision is adverse to the owner, the 
payment shall be due within ten (10) calendar days after issuance of the decision of the 
Board of Health. 
 
§ 581-7 Maintenance/Securing Requirements 
 
G. Properties subject to this bylaw shall be maintained in accordance with the 
relevant sanitary codes, building codes, and state and local laws, bylaws and 
regulations. The owner or designated agent shall inspect and maintain the property on 
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a monthly basis for the duration of the vacancy, said maintenance to include timely 
mowing of lawns and other vegetation control, pest control, protection from criminal 
trespass, and prevention of deterioration. 
 
H. All vacant property must be locked and/or otherwise adequately secured 
(including but not limited to the repair and/or boarding up of any broken doors and 
windows) so as to prevent unauthorized access into a building. 
 
I. The name and twenty-four (24) hour contact phone number of the local 
individual or entity responsible for maintenance shall be affixed to the property. This 
sign shall be posted on the front of the property. 
 
J. Adherence to this bylaw shall not relieve the owner of any other applicable 
obligations. The provisions of this bylaw are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any and 
all other applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. 
 
K. The Board of Health shall issue a Certificate of Building Closure upon payment 
of the requisite registration application fee and adequate completion of above 
provisions.  The Certificate of Compliance will be subject to continued compliance with 
the above provisions and shall be valid for one year.  Said certificate may be renewed, 
at the discretion of the Board, subject to re-inspection to confirm continued compliance 
with this Regulation and the payment of the appropriate renewal fee as set forth 
above.   
 
L. In addition to the remedies provided herein, the failure to maintain and secure 
vacant and foreclosing properties adequately may result in direct action by the Town 
in accordance with M.G.L. chapter  Ill, sections  122-125A,  127A-1271, 129, 130, and  
131, M.G.L. chapter  139, section  l-3B, M.G.L. chapter 143, sections 6-14, M.G.L. 
chapter 148, section 5, and other applicable provisions of law and regulation, such 
actions including but not limited the following: removal, abatement, destruction, 
and/or prevention of conditions deemed to constitute nuisances, sources of filth or 
causes of sickness; demolition, removal, repair, and/or cleaning of any structure which 
fails to comply with standards of fitness for human habitation or other applicable laws 
or regulations so as to endanger or materially impair the health or well-being of the 
public; and, obtaining court-ordered warrants, injunctive relief, and orders of 
abatement. In accordance with applicable law and regulation, all costs incurred by the 
Town in taking such action shall constitute a debt to the Town and a lien upon the 
property in question. 
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§ 581-8. Inspections/Enforcement 
 
D. The Board of Health or its designees shall have the authority to inspect 
properties subject to this bylaw for compliance and to issue citations for any violations. 
The Board or its designees shall have the discretion to determine when and how such 
inspections are to be made, provided that such policies are reasonably calculated to 
ensure that this article is enforced. 
 
E. Any person or entity violating this bylaw may be penalized by a noncriminal 
ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ DΦ[Φ ŎΦплΣ Ϡнм5 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƴƻƴ-criminal 
disposition bylaw.  If noncriminal disposition is elected, such person or entity shall be 
subject to a fine of up to three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense. Each day a 
violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. Such fine or penalties shall be in 
addition to and not in lieu of any other fines, penalties, or remedies provided in 
applicable state and local law, bylaw and/or regulation for violation of such laws, by-
laws and/or regulations.  The Board of Health shall have the right to enforce this Bylaw 
pursuant to the non-criminal disposition procedures set forth in the Webster Non-
criminal Disposition Bylaw and Massachusetts General Laws chapter 40, Section 21(D). 
 
F. The Board of Health may further enforce this regulation or enjoin violations of 
this Bylaw through any lawful process, and the election of one remedy shall not 
preclude enforcement through any other lawful means. 
 
§ 581-9 Interaction with Other Laws 
 
This Bylaw is intended to further the objectives of and to act in concert with any existing 
federal, state or local laws concerning the maintenance of property and the abatement 
of nuisances.  
 
Nothing in this Bylaw is intended to limit or restrict the authority of the Board of 
Selectmen, the Board of Health, the Building Commissioner, Conservation Commission, 
the Fire Chief, or any other board, commission or officer of the Town to act in 
accordance with federal, state and local laws within their jurisdiction. 
 
Notwithstanding the issuance of a Certificate of Building Closure, the Town expressly 
reserves the right to take any action deemed necessary for the protection or public 
health and safety, including but not limited to issuance of an order of demolition in 
accordance with applicable law. 
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§ 581-10 Severability 
 
If any section, provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause of this Bylaw is declared invalid 
or unenforceable, the other provisions herein shall not be affected, but shall continue 
in full force and effect.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to authorize unpaid registration fees under 
the Vacant and Foreclosing Properties Bylaw to constitute a lien on the property 
pursuant to G.L.c. 40, §58; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as read. The 
motion received 103 YES votes and 16 NO votes and the article was approved as 
read. 
 
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will amend the General By-laws by adding the following 
Bylaw and further by amending the Table of Contents to add a new chapter  580 , 
entitled, Nuisances on Property; or take any action thereon. 
 
A By-law Relative to Nuisances on Property 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. It is the purpose and intent of this Bylaw to prevent 
future nuisances in the Town of Webster, which nuisances constitute a hazard of 
blight, or adversely affect property values. Nuisances, such as dilapidated buildings, 
overgrowth, debris, trash, stagnant pools of water, property having defective 
weather protection and vacant or abandoned buildings, cause and contribute to 
blight within neighborhoods and commercial areas of the town and adversely affect 
the property values for adjacent and surrounding property. Such nuisances on 
property also impair public health and safety.  This Bylaw is intended to further the 
objectives of and to act in concert with any existing federal, state or local laws. Any 
person who allows a nuisance as defined and regulated by this Bylaw to exist on his 
or its property shall be in violation of this bylaw.   
 
B. Property Standards. All property in the Town of Webster shall be maintained 
in the accordance with the following property standards: 
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(1) General. All property, whether occupied or vacant, shall be maintained in 
good repair and a safe and sanitary condition as provided herein, so as to not cause 
or contribute to the creation of a hazardous or blighted area or to affect adversely 
the public health and safety or property value of adjacent or surrounding property. 
 
(2) Overgrowth. All property shall be maintained free of vegetation over  
twelve (12) inches high that is or may reasonably become infested with rodents, 
vermin, or other animals, conceal pools of stagnant water, or create a fire safety 
hazard.  All property shall be kept free of overgrown, decayed, dead, or hazardous 
trees, shrubs, or any other vegetation that poses a hazard to the health and safety 
of any person in the vicinity of the property, including any persons traveling on any 
portion of any public way, or any surrounding property. 
 
(3) Structures. All structures, including any buildings, fences, storage sheds, or 
any element thereof shall be maintained in a structurally sound condition and in 
good repair, including proper weather protection and waterproofing, and shall be 
maintained in a condition so as to not cause or contribute to the creation of a fire 
safety hazard. All property shall be maintained free of extensive peeling, flaking, or 
chipped paint. All property with siding shall be maintained in a weather resistant 
and watertight condition. 
 
(4) Accumulation of Trash, Rubbish or Debris. All property shall be maintained 
in a clean and sanitary manner and free from the accumulation of litter, rubbish, 
trash or other debris, except in closed receptacles intended for such use. 
 
(5) Pools of Stagnant Water. All property shall be maintained to prohibit the 
formation of stagnant pools of water, which may affect adversely the public health 
by attracting and harboring mosquitoes and other insects. 
  
C. Removal of Nuisance. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any property in 
the Town to violate any one or number of the property standards contained in 
section (b) any such property in violation shall be deemed to be a public nuisance.  
The Health Agent, the Building Inspector or the Fire Chief shall declare the property 
a public health nuisance and order the property owner to remove the nuisance 
within ten (10) days after service of written notice of the violation.  Such notice shall 
be served in accordance with G.L. c. 111, § 124. The notice shall contain the following 
information: 
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(1) The street address and description of the property sufficient for 
identification of the property. 
 
(2) A statement that the property has been declared a public nuisance because 
of the presence of a nuisance on the property. 
 
(3) A concise description of the conditions on the property that have led to the 
determination that the property is a public nuisance. 
 
(4) A statement that the nuisance shall be removed from the property within 
ten days from service of the notice and that if the owner fails to remove the nuisance 
within the time frame specified that the owner will be in violation of this by-law and 
subject to the penalties described therein. 
 
D. Violations 
 
(1) If the owner fails to remove such nuisance within the time frame provided 
in the section (c), the Town may enter the property and remove or caused to be 
removed the nuisance and the owner shall reimburse the Town for the expense 
incurred for such removal. The sum so expended may be recovered by the Town as 
provided in G.L. c. 111, § 125 or in an action of contract by the Town against the 
owner. 
 
(2) This Bylaw shall be enforced by the Health Agent, the Building Inspector, 
the Fire Chief and their assigns. 
 
(3) Violations of this Bylaw may also be enforced by civil process, 
criminal process or by non-criminal disposition as provided in General Laws, chapter 
40, §21D. Each day during which a violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate 
offense and any person in violation after notice of this section shall be subject to the 
following fines: 
 

¶ First violation: $50.00 

¶ Second violation: $100.00 

¶ Third violation: $200.00 

¶ Fourth and each subsequent violation: $300.00 
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(4) In addition to the penalties set forth above, the Health Agent, Building 
Inspector or the Fire Chief may seek an injunction from a court of competent 
jurisdiction to restrain any violation of this section. 
 
This section shall not be enforced against the Town or the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, its authorities, departments, or agencies. 
  
E.  Definitions  
 
The following words and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the following 
meanings: 
 

¶ Nuisance: a failure to satisfy any one or more of the property standards set 
forth in section (B) above. 
 

¶ Owner: any person who owns, possesses, manages, or controls any 
property and shall be sufficiently identified by the name and address appearing in 
the records of the Town Assessor and/or Worcester County Registry of Deeds. 
 

¶ Property: any land, building, structure of real property, including any 
fixtures attached hereto, or any personal property located within the town. 
 

¶ Person: any individual, voluntary association of individuals, business entity, 
or organization whether incorporated or not. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Town Meeting Guide. The motion received 111 YES Votes and                      
12 No Votes and the article was approved as printed in the Town Meeting Guide. 
 
Town Meeting Guide Article 5 Attached Below in Italics 
 
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will amend the General By-laws by adding the following 
Bylaw and further by amending the Table of Contents to add a new chapter 580, 
entitled, Nuisances on Property; or take any action thereon. 
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A By-law Relative to Nuisances on Property 
 
B. Purpose and Intent. It is the purpose and intent of this Bylaw to prevent future 
nuisances in the Town of Webster, which nuisances constitute a hazard of blight, or 
adversely affect property values. Nuisances, such as dilapidated buildings, overgrowth, 
debris, trash, stagnant pools of water, property having defective weather protection 
and vacant or abandoned buildings, cause and contribute to blight within 
neighborhoods and commercial areas of the town and adversely affect the property 
values for adjacent and surrounding property. Such nuisances on property also impair 
public health and safety.  This Bylaw is intended to further the objectives of and to act 
in concert with any existing federal, state or local laws. Any person who allows a 
nuisance as defined and regulated by this Bylaw to exist on his or its property shall be 
in violation of this bylaw.   
 
D. Property Standards. All property in the Town of Webster shall be maintained 
in the accordance with the following property standards: 
 
(6) General. All property, whether occupied or vacant, shall be maintained in 
good repair and a safe and sanitary condition as provided herein, so as to not cause or 
contribute to the creation of a hazardous or blighted area or to affect adversely the 
public health and safety or property value of adjacent or surrounding property. 
 
(7) Overgrowth. All property shall be maintained free of vegetation over  twelve 
(12) inches high that is or may reasonably become infested with rodents, vermin, or 
other animals, conceal pools of stagnant water, or create a fire safety hazard.  All 
property shall be kept free of overgrown, decayed, dead, or hazardous trees, shrubs, or 
any other vegetation that poses a hazard to the health and safety of any person in the 
vicinity of the property, including any persons traveling on any portion of any public 
way, or any surrounding property. 
 
(8) Structures. All structures, including any buildings, fences, storage sheds, or 
any element thereof shall be maintained in a structurally sound condition and in good 
repair, including proper weather protection and waterproofing, and shall be 
maintained in a condition so as to not cause or contribute to the creation of a fire safety 
hazard. All property shall be maintained free of extensive peeling, flaking, or chipped 
paint. All property with siding shall be maintained in a weather resistant and 
watertight condition. 
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(9) Accumulation of Trash, Rubbish or Debris. All property shall be maintained in 
a clean and sanitary manner and free from the accumulation of litter, rubbish, trash or 
other debris, except in closed receptacles intended for such use. 
 
(10) Pools of Stagnant Water. All property shall be maintained to prohibit the 
formation of stagnant pools of water, which may affect adversely the public health by 
attracting and harboring mosquitoes and other insects. 
  
E. Removal of Nuisance. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any property in the 
Town to violate any one or number of the property standards contained in section (b) 
any such property in violation shall be deemed to be a public nuisance.  The Health 
Agent, the Building Inspector or the Fire Chief shall declare the property a public health 
nuisance and order the property owner to remove the nuisance within ten (10) days 
after service of written notice of the violation.  Such notice shall be served in accordance 
with G.L. c. 111, § 124. The notice shall contain the following information: 
 
(5) The street address and description of the property sufficient for identification 
of the property. 
 
(6) A statement that the property has been declared a public nuisance because of 
the presence of a nuisance on the property. 
 
(7) A concise description of the conditions on the property that have led to the 
determination that the property is a public nuisance. 
 
(8) A statement that the nuisance shall be removed from the property within ten 
days from service of the notice and that if the owner fails to remove the nuisance within 
the time frame specified that the owner will be in violation of this by-law and subject 
to the penalties described therein. 
 
E. Violations 
 
(5) If the owner fails to remove such nuisance within the time frame provided in 
the section (c), the Town may enter the property and remove or caused to be removed 
the nuisance and the owner shall reimburse the Town for the expense incurred for such 
removal. The sum so expended may be recovered by the Town as provided in G.L. c. 
111, § 125 or in an action of contract by the Town against the owner. 
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(6) This Bylaw shall be enforced by the Health Agent, the Building Inspector, the 
Fire Chief and their assigns. 
 
(7) Violations of this Bylaw may also be enforced by civil process, criminal 
process or by non-criminal disposition as provided in General Laws, chapter 40, §21D. 
Each day during which a violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate offense and 
any person in violation after notice of this section shall be subject to the following fines: 
 

¶ First violation: $50.00 

¶ Second violation: $100.00 

¶ Third violation: $200.00 

¶ Fourth and each subsequent violation: $300.00 
 
(8) In addition to the penalties set forth above, the Health Agent, Building 
Inspector or the Fire Chief may seek an injunction from a court of competent jurisdiction 
to restrain any violation of this section. 
 
This section shall not be enforced against the Town or the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, its authorities, departments, or agencies. 
  
E.  Definitions  
 
The following words and phrases, when used in this sectionby-law, shall have the 
following meanings: 
 

¶ Nuisance: a failure to satisfy any one or more of the property standards set 
forth in section (B) above. 
 

¶ Owner: any person who owns, possesses, manages, or controls any property 
and shall be sufficiently identified by the name and address appearing in the records of 
the Town Assessor and/or Worcester County Registry of Deeds. 
 

¶ Property: any land, building, structure of real property, including any fixtures 
attached hereto, or any personal property located within the town. 
 

¶ Person: any individual, voluntary association of individuals, business entity, or 
organization whether incorporated or not. 
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Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will amend the General By-laws to prohibit consumption 
of marijuana or tetrahydrocannabinol in public ways and places by adding the 
following Bylaw and further by amending the Table of Contents to add a new chapter 
450, entitled, Prohibition of Public Consumption of Marijuana, or take any other action 
thereon. 
 
Prohibition of Public Consumption of Marijuana 
 
Consumption of Marijuana or Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC): No person shall smoke, 
vaporize, inhale, ingest, or otherwise use or consume marijuana or 
tetrahydrocannabinol (as defined in G.L. c. 94C, § 1, as  may be amended) or marijuana 
products where smoking of tobacco is prohibited or  any street, sidewalk, public way 
or any way to which the public has a right of access, footway, passageway, stairs, 
bridge, park, playground, beach, recreation area, boat landing, public building, 
schoolhouse, school grounds, cemetery, parking lot, or any area owned by or under 
the control of the Town; or any place to which members of the public have access as 
invitees or licensees; or in or upon any bus or other passenger conveyance operated 
by a common carrier; or in any place accessible to the public. Whoever is found in 
violation of this by-law shall, when requested by an official authorized to enforce this 
Bylaw, state their true name and address to such official.    
  
This Bylaw may be enforced through any lawful means in law or in equity including, 
but not limited to, enforcement by noncriminal disposition pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 
21D and G.L. c.94C, §32N, by the Board of Selectmen, the Town Administrator, or their 
duly authorized agents, or any police officer. The fine for violation of this by-law shall 
be three hundred dollars ($300) for each offense. Any penalty imposed under this 
Bylaw shall be in addition to any civil penalty imposed under G.L. c. 94C, § 32L.  
  
This Bylaw shall not alter or affect the jurisdiction of the Board of Health under the 
provisions of G.L c.111, §31 or any other applicable law, including, but not limited to, 
the regulation of combustion and inhalation of tobacco and non-tobacco products in 
workplaces and public spaces in the Town. 
 
In the event that any provision, section or clause of this Bylaw is hereafter judicially 
found to be invalid, such decision, invalidity or voidance shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portion of this bylaw.   
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Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant The motion received 95 YES Votes and                      
15 No Votes and the article was approved as printed in the Warrant 
 
ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $122,710.16 for the purpose of 
improving the water distribution system and for all incidental and related expenses; 
and to meet said appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen is authorized to borrow said sum under M.G.L. Chapter 44 or any other 
enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes therefor; and further, that any 
premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any 
such premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, 
may be applied to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with 
Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized 
to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant. The motion received 111 YES Votes and                      
13 No Votes. This vote required a 2/3rds vote. The article was approved as printed in 
the Warrant 
 
ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balances of the following funds 
to an account for improvements to the water distribution system; or take any action 
thereon. 

Account Project Town Meeting Balance 

5018 Gore Road Well ATM 6/11/1990 
Article 10  

$74.58 

6304 4621 Well 
Improvements II 

ATM 5/9/2005 Article 
18 

$85,871.75 
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6315 Ash Street Water ATM 10/19/2009 
Article 12 

$36,763.83 

Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant. The motion received 119 YES Votes and                      
7 No Votes. This vote required a 2/3rds vote. The article was approved as printed in 
the Warrant 
 
ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balances of the following funds 
to offset the deficit in fund 6318 Rawson Road Water Main (STM 5/13/2013; Article 9) 
in amount of $119,338.25; or take any action thereon. 

Account Project Town Meeting Balance 

6303 Cudworth Road ATM 5/14/2007 
Article 14 

$48,095.50 

6313 Eastern Avenue Water ATM 5/12/2008 
Article 10 

$64.00 

6316 Park Road Water Tank ATM 5/14/2002 
Article 10 

$12,587.50 

6319 Well Study STM 5/13/2013 
Article 10 

$25,000.00 

6320 SCADA Study STM 5/13/2013 
Article 12 

$10.00  

6322 Well I Improvement 
Phase II 

ATM 5/11/2015 
Article 10 

$32,402.42 

6323 SCADA Phase II ATM 5/11/2015 
Article 9 

$1,178.83 

  TOTAL $119,338.25 

Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant. The motion received 123 YES Votes and                      
6 No Votes. The article was approved as printed in the Warrant 
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ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balances of the following funds 
to an account for improvements to the SCADA system; or take any action thereon. 

Account Project Town Meeting Balance 

6101 
4613 WAWELA/SCENIC 
SEWER ATM 10/21/2002 Article 9  $163,637.15  

6106 4604 KILLDEER ISLAND STM 10/15/1990 Article 16  $1,747.95  

6107 46055 THIMPSON ROAD STM 2/26/1990 Article 26  $65,948.72  

6109 
4607 FACILITIES DESIGN 
SEWER STM 2/26/1990 Article 26  $94,794.61  

6121 WORCESTER ROAD ATM 5/8/2006 Article 36  $129,597.37  

Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed in 
the Warrant. The motion received 118 YES Votes and                      
5 No Votes. The article was approved as printed in the Warrant 
 
ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to make the following transfers within the 
Sewer Enterprise Fund, or take any action thereon. 

Amount  From 
Account 

From Description To 
Account  

To Description 

$28,413.15 
6116 

AERATION 
REPAIR SEWER 6118 

4620 
JUNIPER/CRANBERRY  

$41,063.49 6115 

4616 COPPER 
PROGRAM 
SEWER 6124 

ODOR CONTROL 
SYSTEM 

$1,932.62 
6117 

SLUDGE PUMPS 
SEWER 6124 

ODOR CONTROL 
SYSTEM 

$4,882.04 
6133 

WWTF 
CLARIFIERS 6136 WWTF HVAC 

Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
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Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant. The motion received 124 YES Votes and                      
6 No Votes. The article was approved as printed in the Warrant. 
 
ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balances of the following funds 
to an account for the purchase of a replacement fire apparatus, including all costs 
incidental and related thereto; or take any action thereon. 
 

Account Project Town Meeting Balance 

5021 ARMORY/SCHOOL 
DISPOSAL 

ATM 10/15/2007 Article 10         9,168.20  

5003 ROOF REPAIRS STM 9/8/2003 Article 1     136,629.46  

5042 FIRE HOVERCRAFT ATM 10/20/2014 Article 12         4,649.85  

5016 HAZMAT VEHICLE                   3.00  

5034 PARKS REPLACEMENT 
VEHICLE 

                  0.04  

5007 COURT OF HONOR 
PARK 

             116.54  

5015 FIRE SUBSTATION              722.09 

5019 LIBRARY OIL TANK/GAS 
SERVICE 

ATM 10/16/2006 Article 3            309.00  

5004 PUMP TRUCKS STM 10/18/2004 Article 6            116.02  

5009 REPLACEMENT 
VEHICLES 

5/8/2006 Article 7         5,000.11 

5048 FIRE TOWER TRUCK STM5/11/2015 Article 19       15,854.65  

5039 FIRE SCOTT AIR PAKS STM 2/25/2013 Article 28 34,822.00   

Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant with the two amount corrections post Warrant printing, 
(#5015 FIRE SUBSTATION was $126.41 now $722.29 and #5009 REPLACEMENT 
VEHICLES was $1,071.93 now $5,000.11) The motion received 113 YES Votes and 16 
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No Votes. This vote required a 2/3rds vote. The article was approved as printed in 
the Warrant with the corrections. 
 
ARTICLE 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or borrow the funds 
needed to purchase a new Engine and associated equipment to equip and replace 
Engine 5 and Ladder 2, including all costs incidental and related thereto (this is 
estimated at $600,000.00); or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Fire Chief 
 
Decision: A motion was made to amend the article to read that the Town vote to 
appropriate $192,609.04 from Free Cash to purchase a new Engine and associated 
equipment to equip and replace Engine 5 and Ladder 2, including all costs incidental 
and related thereto. The motion received 113 YES Votes and 15 NO Votes. The article 
as amended was approved. 
 
ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Charter as passed at the 
October 30, 2017 Special Town Meeting and approved at the May 7, 2018 Town 
election to combine the positions of Town Treasurer and Town Collector into a single 
Town Treasurer/Collector position as follows: 
SECTION 2-6: AVAILABILITY OF TOWN OFFICIALS AT TOWN MEETINGS; PARTICIPATION 
IN PROCEEDINGS  
(a) Availability ς The Town Administrator, Town Treasurer/Collector, Town 
Accountant, Chief Assessor, the Chairperson of each elected and appointed multiple 
member body created by law, this Charter, or Town by-law, the head of each 
department, and the head of each division within said departments, or their designees, 
shall attend all sessions of the Town Meeting for the purpose of providing the Town 
Meeting with information pertinent to matters appearing in the warrant.  
  
In the event the Town Administrator, Town Treasurer/Collector, Town Accountant, 
Chief Assessor, Chairperson of a multiple member body, Department Head or Division 
Head is to be absent due to illness or other reasonable cause, such person shall 
designate a deputy to attend to represent the office, multiple member body, 
department, or division. If any person designated to attend the Town Meeting under 
this section is not a voter or a resident of the Town of Webster, such person shall, 
notwithstanding, have a right to address the meeting for the purpose of compliance 
with this section with the approval of the Moderator.  
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(b) Participation ς The Town Administrator, Town Treasurer/Collector, Town 
Accountant, Chief Assessor, the Chairperson of a multiple member body, Department 
Head or Division Head shall have a right to make a motion under any article in the 
warrant which relates specifically to the operation of the agency such person 
represents, even if not a voter or a resident of the Town of Webster, but shall have no 
right to vote. 
 
SECTION 6-7: APPROVAL OF WARRANTS  
The Town Administrator shall be the Chief Fiscal Officer of the Town. Warrants for the 
payment of Town funds prepared by the Town Accountant in accordance with the 
provisions of the general laws shall be submitted to the Town Administrator. The 
approval of any such warrant by the Town Administrator shall be sufficient authority 
to authorize payment by the Town Treasurer/Collector, but the Board of Selectmen 
shall approve all warrants in the event of the absence of the Town Administrator or a 
vacancy in the office of Town Administrator. 
Or take any action thereon. 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant. The motion received 113 YES Votes and                      
15 No Votes. This vote required a 2/3rds vote. The article was approved as printed in 
the Warrant 
 
 
ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Map 
referenced in Section 650-13 of the code of the Town of Webster to re-zone a 240,145 
square foot (5.513 acres) parcel of land from the current zoning of Single Family 
Residential (SFR) District to a zone of Business without Sewer (B5) District identified as 
said Real Estate in the Town of Webster located on Old Worcester Road in the county 
of Worcester in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as shown on the map entitled 
άtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ hƭŘ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ aŀǇ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ς ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎέ 
ŘŀǘŜŘ Wǳƭȅ сΣ нлмт ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ŀǎ [ƻǘ н ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtƭŀƴ ƻŦ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
Surveyed for the Roman Catholic Bishop of Springfield, Old Worcester Road, Webster, 
aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎέ 5ŀǘŜŘ WǳƴŜ мпΣ нлмт ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ WŀǊǾƛǎ [ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ LƴŎΦ нф DǊŀŦǘƻƴ 
/ƛǊŎƭŜΣ {ƘǊŜǿǎōǳǊȅΣ a! лмрпр ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
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A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the whole article. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to discussion of the article. 
 

Recommendation: The Planning Board voted unanimously 5-0 to recommend passage 

of this article citing the fact that the proposal rezoning is consistent with the abutting 

properties to the south which are also zoned Business without Sewer (B5). 

 

At this point the Moderator made an announcement that an error was made in the 

printing of the Town Meeting Guide, Planning Board recommendation letter, and the 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ !ƴ ƻƭŘ ƳŀǇ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ 

for a change from Single family residential to Industrial, (not Business without Sewer). 

The Moderator then put up on the video screen for the voters the proper map showing 

what the warrant stated, Single Family Residential to Business without Sewer. 

 
Decision: A motion was made that the Town vote to approve the article as printed 
in the Warrant. The motion received 99 YES Votes and                      
25 No Votes. This vote required a 2/3rds vote. The article was approved as printed in 
the Warrant 
 

A motion was made to dissolve the meeting at 7:13 p.m. The voice vote was Unanimous 

YES Vote and the meeting was dissolved. 
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This is to certify that the following articles were acted on at the Annual Town Meeting 
held on October 15, 2018. The meeting started at 7:07 p.m. and there was a quorum 
present... 
 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF WEBSTER 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
October 15, 2018 
 
Worcester, ss 
 
To either of the Constables in the County aforesaid: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required and 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Webster aforesaid who 
are qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Bartlett High School 
Auditorium, 52 Lake Parkway, in said Webster on Monday, October 15, 2018 at 7:00 
PM then and there to act on the following Articles to wit: 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant. The motion 
received a YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the articles. 
 
ARTICLE 1.  REPORTS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OR BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN 
To hear and act upon the report and recommendations of the Board of Selectmen and 
the Finance Committee; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as read. The motion received 
77 YES votes and 2 NO votes and the article was approved as read. 
 
ARTICLE 2. GENERAL FUND PRIOR YEAR BILLS  
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from any available funds in the Treasury, a sum 
sufficient to the Town Administrator Unpaid Bills account for the purpose of funding 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to amend the article to read, transfer the following 
funds to pay for prior fiscal year bills. 
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$270.00 from Acct# 0142052-524003 HWY vehicle Maintenance to Acct# 0112352-
579000 TA PY Bills (to pay prior year bills). 
$530.28 from Acct# 0142052-527000 HWY leases to Acct# 0112352-5790900 TA PY 
Bills. 
$1.99 from Acct# 0154352-57000 Vet other charges to Acct# 0112352-579000 TA PY 
Bills. 
$67.20 from Acct# 0154152-527000 Sr Ctr leases to Acct# 0112352-579000 TA PY 
Bills. 
Total transfers $869.47. 
The article required a 4/5thΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǿŀǎ  ¸9{ ут 
and NO 3. The article was approved as amended. 
 
ARTICLE 3. SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND PRIOR YEAR BILLS 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from any available funds in the Treasury, a sum 
sufficient to the Sewer Unpaid Bills account for the purpose of funding the payment of 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦ 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to amend the article to read, transfer the following 
funds to pay for prior fiscal year sewer bills. 
$158.08 from Acct# 6046052-524003 Sewer vehicle maint. to Acct# 6046052-57900 
Sewer PY Bills. 
$253.15 from Acct# 6046052-570000 Sewer other charges to Acct# 6046052-579000 
Sewer PY Bills. 
Total transfers $411.23 
The article required a 4/5thΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǿŀǎ  ¸9{ уо 
and NO 3. The article was approved as amended 
 
ARTICLE 4. WATER ENTERPRISE FUND PRIOR YEAR BILLS  
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from any available funds in the Treasury, a sum 
sufficient to the Water Unpaid Bills account for the purpose of funding the payment of 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦ 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to amend the article to read, transfer the following 
funds to pay for prior fiscal year water bills. 
$50.00 from Acct# 6245052 530021 Testing services to Acct# 6245052-579000 Water 
PY Bills. 
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The article required a 4/5thΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǿŀǎ  ¸9{ ту 
and NO 4. The article was approved as amended 
 
ARTICLE 5. ADJUST THE FY19 OPERATING BUDGET 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any available 
funds in the Treasury, sums sufficient to adjust the FY19 Operating Budget; or take any 
action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to pass over the article. The vote was 83 YES votes 
and 1 NO vote and the article was passed over. 
 
 
ARTICLE 6. BOND PREMIUMS MAY BE APPLIED TO PROJECT COSTS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to supplement each prior vote of the Town that authorizes 
the borrowing of money to pay costs of capital projects to provide that, in accordance 
with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, the premium received by the Town 
upon the sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any such premium applied to the 
payment of the costs of issuance of such bond or notes, may be applied to pay project 
costs and the amount authorized to be borrowed for each such project shall be 
reduced by the amount of any such premium so applied; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to pass over the article. The vote was 84 YES votes 
and 1 NO vote and the article was passed over. 
 
ARTICLE 7. AMEND RETIREMENT BOARD COMPENSATION 
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of MGL, Chapter 32, section 20 (6) 
relative to retirement board members compensation; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Accountant 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as read. The article received 29 
YES votes and 62 NO votes and the article was not approved. 
  
ARTICLE 8. FUND HIGHWAY ROOF IMPROVEMENTS  
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any available 
funds in the Treasury, sums sufficient to the Highway Roof Improvements capital 
account (0142058-5825000); or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to pass over the article. The vote was 82 YES votes 
and 3 NO vote and the article was passed over. 
 
 
ARTICLE 9. CREATE BUDGET FOR CABLE ACCESS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the following Cable Access Budget in 
accordance with General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53F¾; or take any action thereon. 
 

Account Description Budget 

3702-510000 Salaries $14,000 

3702-570000 Other Charges $29,500 

Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as read. The article received 62 
YES votes and 22 NO votes and the article was approved as read. 
 
ARTICLE 10.  AUTHORIZE SELECTMEN TO CONVEY PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS   
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey to public 
utilities such easements in Town property presently held in the care, custody and 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ŜƭŜŎǘƳŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
opinion are deemed necessary or appropriate in the best interest of the town, and 
upon such terms as the Board deems appropriate, and to sign any deeds or other 
instruments required to make such conveyances; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as read. The article received 77 
YES votes and 14 NO votes and the article was approved as read. 
 

ARTICLE 11. MARIJUANA RETAILERS PROHIBITED ~ GENERAL:  

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster General Bylaws to amend 
Part II, Regulatory Bylaws, by adding a new Chapter, Chapter 445 ς Marijuana, which 
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would prohibit Marijuana Retailers, as defined the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 94G, § 1, in the Town of Webster, or take any other action relative thereto, as 
follows: 

Chapter 445 ς Marijuana 
 
§ 445 -1 Recreational Marijuana Retailers Prohibited 
/ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ DΦ[Φ ŎΦ фпDΣ Ϡ оόŀύόнύΣ άƳŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊǎέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ DΦ[Φ ŎΦ фпDΣ Ϡ 
1 shall be prohibited within the Town of Webster. 
 
This section shall be effective only upon passage by the voters at the Town Election on 
May 6, 2019. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
Bylaw Committee made no recommendation for changes to the wording and if the 
article passes the new bylaw be numbered 452. 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as presented. The article 
received 48 YES votes and 54 NO votes and the article was not approved. 
A motion was made to reconsider the previous vote. This vote required a 2/3rds 
vote. The motion to reconsider received 48 YES votes and 61 NO votes. The motion 
to reconsider failed. 
 
ARTICLE 12. MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS LICENSED ~ GENERAL BYLAW    
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster General Bylaws to amend 
Part II, Regulatory Bylaws, by adding a new Chapter, Chapter 445 ς Marijuana, which 
require the licensure of all other Marijuana Establishments, namely Craft Marijuana 
Cultivator Cooperatives, Marijuana Cultivators, Marijuana Product Manufacturers, and 
Marijuana Testing Facilities, or take any other action relative thereto, as follows: 

Chapter 445 ς Marijuana 
 
§ 445-2. Marijuana License Required 
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A. No person shall operate as a Craft Marijuana Cultivator Cooperatives, Marijuana 
Cultivators, Marijuana Product Manufacturers, Marijuana Testing Facilities, or other 
type of Marijuana Establishment as defined by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
94G within the Town unless first duly licensed thereof by the Board of Selectmen 
annually. 
 
§ 445-3. Regulations.   
A. The Board may adopt reasonable rules and regulations related to the issuance of 
such licenses, including the fees to be paid therefore and the conditions to be satisfied 
by any applicant for such a license. 
 
§ 445-4. Applications. 
Applicants for a license annually shall file an application on a form by the Board of 
Selectmen, signed under the penalties of perjury by the applicant, containing such 
information as the Board of Selectmen may reasonably require from time to time.  
Each applicant annually shall pay an application fee as may be reasonably determined 
from time to time by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
§ 445-5. Hearing. 
A. The Board of Selectmen must act upon the application at one of their next three 
regularly scheduled meetings with due written notice provided to the applicant of the 
time, date and location where such appeal will be heard. 
  
§ 445-6. Decision. 
A. The Board of Selectmen may approve, deny or approve the application with 
conditions.  Such decision shall be based on the evidence taken at the public hearing, 
consistent with the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the public, and 
consistent with the regulations promulgated by such board. 
 
§ 445-7. Orders and Fines for Licensed Premises.   
The Board of Selectmen may issue orders as appropriate to aid in the enforcement of 
this regulation and may enforce these provisions in equity, including the request for 
injunctive relief, in a court of competent jurisdiction.  Any failure to comply with any 
Order issued hereunder shall result in the issuance of a formal warning.  Any failure to 
comply with such a warning shall result in a fine of $100.00.  Any failure to comply 
after the issuance of said initial fine may be punishable by a subsequent fine of 
$300.00.  Each day of a continued non-compliance shall constitute a separate violation.  
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Further, the Board of Selectmen may hold a hearing, with notice to the licensee, to 
determine if such license should be modified, suspended or revoked. 
 
§ 445 -8. Enforcement. 
This By-law may be enforced through any lawful means in law or in equity including, 
but not limited to, enforcement by criminal indictment or complaint pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, section 21, as amended, or by noncriminal 
disposition pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, section 21D, as 
amended, by the Board of Selectmen, the Town Administrator, or their duly authorized 
agents, or any police officer.  
  
§ 445-9. Authority.   
A. Home Rule Amendment [art. 89 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts 
Constitution]; Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 94G, § 3, 935 CMR 500.000. 
 
and further to amend the Table of Contents to add Chapter 445. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: The Moderator ruled this article OUT OF ORDER. It did not have the 
prerequisite report from the By-law Committee. 
 

ARTICLE 13:  TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA 
RETAILERS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw by replacing Chapter §650:92 
- Temporary Moratorium on Recreational Marijuana Establishments to extend the 
same for Marijuana Retailers only, as follows: 
 
SECTION VIII. TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON MARIJUANA RETAILERS  
VIII-A PURPOSE. 
By vote at the State election on November 8, 2016, the voters of the Commonwealth 
approved a law entitled the Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act, Regulation of 
the Use and Distribution of Marijuana Not Medically Prescribed, as amended by 
Chapter 351 of the Acts of 2016 and Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017, codified in G.L. c. 
фпD όǘƘŜ ά!ŎǘέύΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
a system of licenses and regulations.  The Town has proposed general and zoning 
bylaw amendments to prohibit Marijuana Retailers in the Town of Webster. These 
bylaws, and a companion bylaw allowing other types of Marijuana Establishments, 
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including Cultivators, Product Manufacturers, and Testing Facilities, is being presented 
to Town Meeting concurrently with this moratorium.  The prohibitive bylaws require 
a ballot measure to be valid.  Consequently, the Town intends to adopt a temporary 
moratorium on the use of land and structures in the Town for Marijuana Retailers to 
permit the Town to ratify its prohibitive bylaw through a local ballot measure as 
required by Chapter 94G.   
 
VIII-B DEFINITIONS 
1. All terms herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Act. 

VIII-C TEMPORARY MORATORIUM 
For the reasons set forth above, and notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning 
Bylaw to the contrary, the Town hereby adopts a temporary moratorium on the use of 
land or structures for Marijuana Retailers as defined by the Act, which shall not include 
Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers, Marijuana Cultivators, Marijuana Product 
Manufacturers, or Marijuana Testing Facilities.  No building permit, special permit, 
variance, site plan or other permit may be issued under this zoning by-law for the 
purpose of establishing Marijuana Retailers.  The moratorium shall remain in effect 
through June 15, 2019.  During the moratorium period, the Town shall prepare a ballot 
question for approval of the voters at the Annual Town Election on May 6, 2019.  
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
The Planning board held a hearing on this article and made a recommendation to 
approve this article. 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as presented. This motion 
required a 2/3rds vote.The article received 67 YES votes and 32 NO votes and the 
article was approved as presented. 
A third motion was made to bring up the article for reconsideration. This motion 
required a 2/3rds vote. The motion received 1 NO voice vote and the rest YES voice 
votes and the Moderator ruled the motion passed and the article was brought back 
for more discussion and another vote.  
A final vote was taken after much discussion and proposed changes to some of the 
wording. The article required a 2/3rds vote. The article received 65 Yes votes and 34 
NO votes and the article was not approved. 
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ARTICLE 14. MARIJUANA RETAILERS PROHIBITED ~ ZONING BYLAW    

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Bylaws by amending 
Chapter 650, Attachment 1, Table of Use Regulations, which would prohibit 
recreational Marijuana Retailers as defined in G.L. c. 94G § 1 in the Town of Webster, 
and to amend the definitions section or take any other action relative thereto, as 
follows: 
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Principal Use 

District 

1 2 3 4 5 5A 6 7 8 9 10 11 

SF
R 

ASF
R 

MF
R 

B-
4 

B-
5 

B-
5A 

IN
D 

L
R 

F
P 

C
D 

W
P 

RO
D 

Marijuana 
Retailer N N N N N N N N N N N N 

 
 
This section shall be effective only upon passage by the voters at the Town Election on 
May 6, 2019. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
DECISION: A motion was made to pass over the article. The vote was a UNANIMOUS 
YES voice vote and the article was passed over. 
 
ARTICLE 15. MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS ~ ZONING BYLAW    
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Bylaws by amending 
Chapter 650, Attachment 1, Table of Use Regulations, which would allow Marijuana 
Establishments, excluding Marijuana Retailers, as defined in G.L. c. 94G § 1 in the Town 
of Webster by special permit or take any other action relative thereto, as follows: 
 

Principal Use 

District 

1 2 3 4 5 
5
A 6 7 8 9 10 11 

SF
R 

AS
FR 

M
F
R 

B
-
4 

B
-
5 

B-
5
A 

I
N
D 

L
R 

F
P 

C
D 

W
P 

R
O
D 

Marijuana Cultivators*** N - N N N N 
S
P N *  N *  *  

Craft Marijuana 
Cooperative N N N N N N 

S
P N *  N *  *  

Marijuana Product 
Manufacturer*** N N N N N N 

S
P N *  N *  *  

Marijuana Independent 
Testing Laboratory*** N N N N N N 

S
P N *  N *  *  

Marijuana Establishments 
as an Accessory Use*** N N N N N N N N N N N N 
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A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
The Planning board held a hearing on this article and made a recommendation to 
approve this article. 
This article required a 2/3rds vote. 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to pass this article over for more information. This 
motion received 36 YES votes and 68 NO votes. Discussion continued on the article. 
 
 A second motion was made to approve this article as presented. The article received 
76 YES votes and 19 NO votes and the article as presented was approved 
 

ARTICLE 16. DEFINITIONS ~ ZONING BYLAW    

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Bylaws by amending 
the footnotes in Chapter 650, Attachment 1, Table of Use Regulations, to define 
marijuana related terms or take any other action relative thereto, as follows: 
 
*** = Term(s) shall have the definitions established by M.G.L. c. 94G, § 1. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: This article required a 2/3rds vote. A motion was made to approve this 
article as read. The article received 87 YES votes and 14 NO votes and the article as 
presented was approved 
 

ARTICLE 17. DISTRICT USES UPDATED ~ ZONING BYLAW    

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Bylaws by amending 
Chapter §650-20B., by adding new subsections to permit Marijuana Cultivators, 
Product Manufacturers, Testing Laboratories and Craft Marijuana Cooperatives, 
except Marijuana Retailers, by special permit in the industrial zone, and to impose 
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additional special conditions to said Marijuana Establishments in Sections E. and F. or 
take any other action relative thereto, as follows: 
 
(3) Marijuana Cultivator  
(4) Craft Cultivator Cooperative 
(5) Marijuana Product Manufacturer 
(6) Marijuana Independent Testing Laboratory 
 
E. All Marijuana Establishments shall be equipped with a heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning, filtration system or other accepted system which is designed to minimize 
attendant odors and noise escaping the structure which are associated with said use. 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ƻŘƻǊ 
and noise impacts to the surrounding neighborhood so that such impacts do not 
constitute a health hazard or nuisance, as may be reasonably determined by the 
Planning Board. 
 
F. All Marijuana Establishments shall operate within a fully enclosed building 
that is monitored by surveillance cameras, alarm systems, and all other security 
measures in accordance with CCC Regulations deemed appropriate to ensure 
community safety and deter unauthorized access to the premises. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
The Planning board held a hearing on this article and made a recommendation to 
approve this article. 
 
DECISION: This article required a 2/3rds vote. A motion was made to approve this 
article as presented. The article received 80 YES votes and 19 NO votes and the article 
as presented was approved 
 
 
ARTICLE 18.  AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE 46 AND 38 MAIN STREET 
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, 
purchase, or otherwise, two certain parcels of land, located at 46 Main Street and 38 



 

87 | P a g e 
 

2018 ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 

aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ  !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ aŀǇ мΣ .ƭƻŎƪ ·Σ tŀǊŎŜƭǎ мл ŀƴŘ фΣ ŀƴŘ 
described in a deed recorded with the Worcester Registry of Deeds in Book 53968, 
Page 77 (46 Main Street) and in a deed recorded with said Registry in Book 9043, Page 
11 (38 Main Street); or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to pass over the article. The vote was 102 YES votes 
and 3 NO vote and the article was passed over. 

 

ARTICLE 19. REZONE 100 & 104 THOMPSON ROAD TO BUSINESS WITH SEWER  

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Zoning Map referenced in 

Section 650-13 of the code of the Town of Webster to re-zone two parcels of land 

totaling 54,249 square feet (1.25 acres) from the current zoning of Multi-Family 

Residential (MR) to a zone of Business with Sewer (B-4) District as said Real Estate in the 

Town of Webster located on Thompson Road in the County of Worcester Massachusetts 

as shown on the map entitled "Proposed 100 & 104 Thompson Road Zoning Map 

Amendment" dated August 20, 2018 and as shown on the Plan entitled "Plan of Land 

104 Thompson Rd, Webster, MA" dated August 1, 2018 prepared by HS&T Group, Inc. 

75 Hammond Street τ 2nd Floor, Worcester, Massachusetts, 01610 and on file with the 

Board of Selectmen or take any other action relative thereto. 
Sponsored by the Planning Board 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
The Planning board held a hearing on this article and made a recommendation to 
approve this article. 
 
DECISION: This article required a 2/3rds vote. A motion was made to approve this 
article as presented. The article received 94 YES votes and 7 NO votes and the article 
as presented was approved 
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ARTICLE 20. AMEND SOLAR USE FACILITIES BY-LAW 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Webster Solar Use Facilities By-laws, 
Chapter 650 by amending section 91(c)(3), or take any other action relative thereto, 
as follows: 
  
Current text:  
Large-scale solar photovoltaic installations shall be allowed in all zones by special 
permit by the Planning Board, acting in their capacity as the Special Permit Granting 
Authority. The Planning Board shall review the special permit application for 
conformance with the Special Permit Criteria under these bylaws as well as 
Massachusetts General Law.  
 
Proposed text:  
Large-scale solar photovoltaic installations shall be allowed in all zones by special 
permit by the Planning Board, acting in their capacity as the Special Permit Granting 
Authority, in zones designated as District 4 - General Business (within Sewer), District 
5 - General Business (Without Sewer), District 5A - Gore Business District, or District 6 
- Industrial. Large-scale solar photovoltaic installations shall not be an allowed use in 
zones designated as District 1 - Single - Family Residential, District 2 - Agricultural - 
Single Family Residential, District 3 - Multiple - Family Residential, District 7 - Lake 
Residential, or District 9 - Conservation. The Planning Board shall review the special 
permit application for conformance with the Special Permit Criteria under these 
bylaws as well as Massachusetts General Law. 
{ǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
The Planning board held a hearing on this article and made a recommendation to 
approve this article. 
 
DECISION: This article required a 2/3rds vote. A motion was made to approve this 
article as presented. The article received 92 YES votes and 19 NO votes and the article 
as presented was approved 
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ARTICLE 21. SPECIAL ACT FOR ADDITIONAL ALL ALCOHOL LICENSE FOR WATERFRONT 
MARYS  
To see if the Town will vote to have the Board of Selectmen petition the State 
Legislature for a special act as follows; or take any action thereon: 
 ά!ƴ ŀct Authorizing the town of Webster to grant an additional license for the sale of 
all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises. 
Section 1. Notwithstanding section 17 of chapter 138 of the general laws or any other 
general or special law to the contrary, the licensing authority of the town of Webster 
may grant a license for the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мн ƻŦ ǎŀƛŘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ моу ǘƻ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ [[/Σ ŀǘ мло .ƛǊŎƘ LǎƭŀƴŘ 
Road in Webster, Massachusetts. The license shall be subject to all of said chapter 138, 
except said section 17. The licensing authority shall not approve the transfer of the 
license to any other person, organization or location but it may grant the license to a 
new applicant at the same location if the applicant files a letter from the department 
of revenue indicating that the license is in good standing with the department and all 
applicable taxes have been paid. Upon the issuance of the license authorized in this 
ŀŎǘΣ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ LLC, shall return to the licensing authority the license it 
currently holds for the sale of wines and malt beverages to be drunk on the premises.  
 
If the license granted under this act is cancelled, revoked or no longer in use it shall be 
returned physically with all of the legal rights, privileges and restrictions pertaining 
thereto to the licensing authority and the licensing authority may then grant the 
license to a new applicant at the same location under the same terms and conditions 
as specified in this act. 
{ǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the article. The motion received 
a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the discussion of the 
article. 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as presented. The article 
received 92 YES votes and 17 NO votes and the article was approved as presented. 
 
A motion was made to dissolve the meeting 8:34 p.m. The motion received a 
UNANIMOUS YES vote and the meeting was dissolved.   
  



 

90 | P a g e 
 

2018 ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 

This is to certify that the following articles were acted on at the Special Town Meeting 
held on December 10, 2018. The meeting started at 7:04 p.m. and there was a quorum 
present. 
 
 
5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀǇter 
39 Section 14 of the Mass. General Laws, the first order of business, the Town Clerk 
held an election for a Temporary Moderator. The process followed: 
 
  The Town Clerk called the meeting to order. 
 
  Announced that a quorum was present. 
 
  Announced that, due to the absence of the Moderator and Deputy Moderator the 
first order of business was the election of a Temporary Moderator. 
 
  Asked for nominations from the floor, received one nomination for Andrew Jolda, 
and a Second.  
 
  Obtained a motion that nominations be closed and a second and voted to close the 
nominations. The vote passed and the nominations closed. 
 
  A vote was taken for the candidate. The vote was a unanimous positive vote. The 
result was announced. Andrew Jolda was declared the Temporary Moderator. The 
Town Clerk administered the oath of office. 
 
  The Town Clerk then resumed his regular duties as Town Clerk and the Temporary 
Moderator presided over the meeting. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF WEBSTER 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
December 10, 2018 
 
Worcester, ss 
 
To either of the Constables in the County aforesaid: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required and 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Webster aforesaid who are 
qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Bartlett High School 
Auditorium, 52 Lake Parkway, in said Webster on Monday, December 10, 2018 at 7:00 
PM then and there to act on the following Articles to wit: 
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant. The motion 
received a UNANIMOUS YES voice vote and the Moderator moved on to the articles. 
 
ARTICLE 1. REPORTS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OR BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
To hear and act upon the report and recommendations of the Board of Selectmen and 
the Finance Committee; or take any action thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as read. The motion received 
127 YES votes and 5 NO votes and the article was approved as read. 
 
 
ARTICLE 2. SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND PRIOR YEAR BILLS  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Sewer Other Charges (6046052-570000) 
$48.15 to the Sewer Unpaid Bills (6046052-579000) account for the purpose of funding 
the payment of prior yearǎΩ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΤ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦ 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: This article required a 9/10ths vote. A motion was made to approve the 
article as read. The motion received 130 YES votes and 8 NO votes and the article 
was approved as read. 
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ARTICLE 3. TOWN HALL IMPROVEMENTS FUND  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer $55,633.32 from the Town Hall Stabilization 
Fund (Fund 8002) to the Town Hall Improvements account (5050-582500) for the 
purpose of funding improvements to Town Hall; or take any action thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
DECISION: This article required a 2/3rds vote. A motion was made to amend the 
article. The amount of the transfer was amended to $55,259.02 instead of 
$55,633.32. The article as amended received 123 YES votes and 3 NO votes and the 
article was approved as amended. 
 
 
ARTICLE 4. FUNDING OF DEBT PAYDOWNS  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balance of the Landfill/Compost 
Maintenance and Cleanup Fund (0242018-580000-10017; approximately $139,720.58) 
to the General Fund Principal account (0171052) for the purpose of funding FY2019 
debt pay downs; or take any action thereon.   
Sponsored by the Town Administrator  
 
DECISION:  A motion was made to approve the article as read. The motion received 
142 YES votes and 7 NO votes and the article was approved as read. 
 
 
ARTICLE 5. MARIJUANA TAX 
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 64N, Section 3 to impose a 3% local sales tax on the sale or transfer of 
marijuana or marijuana products by a marijuana retailer operating within the Town of 
Webster. 
Sponsored by the Town Administrator 
 
DECISION: A motion was made to approve the article as read. The motion received 
132 YES votes and 15 NO votes and the article was approved as read. 
 
 




